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MINERS’ WELFARE NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
SCHEME. 

The Trustees of the Miners’ Welfare National 
Scholarship Scheme, which has recently been established 
by the Miners’ Welfare Fund Committee, have ap- 
pointed the following to be the Selection Committee to 
recommend awards under the Scheme :— 

The Rt. Hon. the Viscount Chelmsford, G.C.S.I., 

G.C.M.G., G.C.I.E., G.B.E. (Chairman), 

Sir Theodore Mori ison, K. C.S8.I., K.C.1.E., C.B.E., 

Alderman William Jenkins, J. P., M.P., 

The Lady Mabel Smith, 

Dr. H. F. Stockdale, LL.D., F.R.S.E., 

Mr. R. H. Tawney, and 

Mr. G. H. Winstanley. 

The Scheme has been endowed with a capital sum of 
£150,000, the interest on which will be available for the 
provision of University Scholarships for workers in or about 
coal mines and their sons and daughters. It is probable 
that about ten Scholarships will be offered annually. 
Scholars will be required to take a course leading to a 
degree, but will ‘be free to select any faculty, and, subject 
to “the. approval of the Selection Committee, may choose 
for themselves the University (or in Scotland one of certain 
Central Institutions if preferred) which they propose to 
attend. The awards will include an initial grant for outfit, 
a sum sufficient to pay all the University fees for the 
approved course, and a sum for maintenance which will 
enable the scholar to mix on equal terms with his fellow 
students. Subject to fixed maxima laid down by the 
Miners’ Welfare Committee, the maintenance allowance will 
vary according to the reasonable expenses which the scholar 
is likely to incur at the particular University which he 
attends. 

Detailed regulations and instructions for candidates 
will shortly be drawn up by the Selection Committee in 
accordance with the Scheme. Particulars of the method 
of making application will be extensively advertised in 
due course, and meanwhile applications should not be 


submitted. 

CONVENTION FOR THE SIMPLIFICATION OF 

CUSTOMS FORMALITIES: RATIFICATION 
FOR FRENCH POSSESSIONS. 


The Board of Trade are informed that France’s rati- 





fication, on behalf of the French Protectorate of © 


Morocco and the Regency of Tunis, of the Convention 
for the Simplification of Customs Formalities of 3rd 
November, 1923, was deposited with the Secretary of the 
League of Nations on 8th November, 1926. The list of 
countries which have ratified the Convention is now as 
follows:—Australia, Austria, Belgium, British Empire 
(i.e., other than the Dominions, which are separate 
members of the League and India), Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Holland, India, Italy, Morocco 
(French Protectorate), New Zealand, Siam, South 
Africa, Roumania, Hungary, China, Sweden and Tunis 
(French Regency). Persia has adhered to_ the 
Convention. 





INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION OF 
GOODS FOR TRADE MARK PURPOSES. 


It is announced for general information that, in 
accordance with a resolution adopted by the Hague 
Industrial Property Conference of 1925, a meeting of 
heads of Patent Offices of the Industrial Property Union 
was held at Berne last month to discuss certain technical 
questions, among others the international classification 
of goods to which trade marks are applied. 

This meeting decided to appoint a small committee, 
consisting of representatives of Belgium, Germany, 
Great Britain. Holland and Switzerland, charged with 
the following duties : — 

(a) to group goods with a view to the registration of trade 
marks in not more than 50 classes; 

Norre.—The meeting also expressed the view that the Com- 
mittee should endeavour to reduce the number of classes as 
much as possible below 50. 

(b) to draw up an alphabetical list in French of the goods 
in respect of which trade marks are registered; each country 


to translate the list into its own language; 
(c) to transmit the. classification and the list of goods 
showing the class to which it is proposed to allot each article 
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to the different Administrations and to suitable inter- 
national trade organisations through the International 
Bureau for their observations. 

The British representative on this committee is Mr. 
W.S. Jarratt, Comptroller-General of Patents, Designs 
and Trade Marks. 

Copy of the French texts of the Procés Verbaux 
adopted by the meeting can be consulted in the Public 
Library of the ahem Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, 
London, W.C. 





COPYRIGHT IN ROUMANIA. 


In consequence of the accession of Roumania to the 
revised Berne Copyright Convention of 1908 an Order 
in Council was made on 5th November, 1926, under 
Section 29 of the Copyright Act, 1911, extending the 
provisions of the Act to Roumania from lst January, 
1927. 


A copy of the Order may be seen in the Patent Office 


Library, 25, Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, 


London, W.C. 2. 





MERCANTILE MARINE. 
ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN 
SEAMEN. 


The engagements of British and foreign seamen at 
Mercantile Marine offices in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, but excluding those engaged at ports in the 
Irish Free State, during the quarters ended 30th Sep- 
tember, 1926, 30th June, 1926, and 30th September, 
1925, numbered 154,425, 131,739, and 152,303 respec- 
tively, as will be seen from the foilowing table :— 








: 1926. 1926. 1925. 
Particulars. Sept. Quarter. | June Quarter. Sept. Quarter. 











‘Number.| Per Number. Per Number. | Per 
British, other than cent. cent. cent. 


Asiatics and Africans 145,975 | 94°53 125,904 95°57 144,010 | | O4: 56 
Foreigners, other than 

Asiatics and Africans 3,930 2°54 3,011 | 2°29 3,858 2°53 
= - 372 024 248 0719 434 6°29 
Arabs 1,861 1°21 1,066 0°80 2,063 1°35 
Other _Asiaties and 

Africans , - 2,287 1°48 1,510 1°15 1,938 | 1°27 








DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE 


INTERVIEWS WITH H.M. TRADE COMMIS- 
SIONER AT CAPE TOWN. 

It is notified by the Department of Overseas Trade 
that Major G. Fetherston, D.S.O., M.C., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Cape Town, is at present in this country 
on an Official visit. Major Fetherston will be in attend- 
ance at the offices of the Department from Ist to 18th 
December inclusive, and during that period he will be 
pleased to meet representatives of United Kingdom 
firms interested in the export of British goods to South 
Africa. 

Applications for interviews should be made at once 
to the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1, quoting 
the reference No. 5133/1. 





———_——— 


INTERVIEWS WITH BRITISH COMMERCIA; 
SECRETARY IN CHILE. 

Mr. W. F. Vaughan Scott, Commercial Secretary to 
the British Legation at Santiago, Chile, will arrive in 
this country shortly for the purpose of an official visit 
He will be in attendance at the offices of the Depart 
ment of Overseas Trade from 29th November to 3rc 
December inclusive, and during this period will be 
pleased to meet repr esentativ es of United Kingdom firms 
interested in the export of British goods to Chile. 

Appiications for interviews should be made at once 
to the Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1 (quoting 
the reference No. 13611/1/26). 
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CATALOGUES FOR WINNIPEG: AGENTS IN 
CANADA. 


A wholesale firm in Winnipeg has informed the 
Officer-in-Charge for H.M. Trade Commissioner there 
that although they are always anxious to do business 
with British manufacturers, yet they are to some extent 
handicapped because they receive so few of their 
circulars. British producers of the following lines 
desirous of communicating with this firm should there- 
fore apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, S.W. 1:— 

Hardware and ironmongery, lamps, tools, stoves, 
furnaces, cutlery, plated ware, household requisites and 
house furnishings, tinware, enamelled ware, chinaware, 
earthenware, glassware, fancy goods, electrical appli- 
ances and fittings, sporting goods, cycles and accessories, 
automobile accessories, wireless apparatus and 
accessories, paints, enamels, oils, varnishes, polishes, 
disinfectants, sheep dips, engineers’ tools and supplies, 
etc. Reference C.X. 2130 should be quoted. 

When sending catalogues and price lists the name of 
the manufacturers’ agent should also be given. 

The mere dispatch of catalogues to Canadian buyers 
without the subsequent efforts of an agent or salesman to 
do business is not of much avail in Canada, where the 
most intense competition is experienced both in the 
import trade and from the well-established Canadian 
industrialists. 

British firms who are interested in the Canadian 
market and who are not represented are therefore 
advised to communicate with the Department of Over- 
seas Trade with a view to the appointment of agents. 





TRADE COMMISSIONER IN 
TRINIDAD. 

It is notified that H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
Trinidad (Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode) has taken new office 
premises as from 30th November. 


ADDRESS OF H.M. 


Mr. Wilson Goode’s new address wiil be— 
Canadian Bank of Commerce Building, 
Abercromby Street, 
Port-of-Spain (P.O. Box 225), 
and all communications intended for him should be sent 
to this address. 





SOUTHERN RHODESIAN LICENCE AND 
STAMP LAW. 


Ii.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa has 
forwarded the text of a Bill to consolidate and amend 
the law relating to licences and stamps and cited as the 
‘Licence and Stamp Act, 1926.’’ The text referred to 
can be consulted by British firms interested at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 3 


———————— 


WATER POWER IN BAVARIA. 


According to a recent report issued by the State 
Building Authority, the development of water power 
in Bavaria has considerably increased since the close 
of the war, states the British Representative at Munich. 
Owing to new undertakings and extensions the capacity 
of the larger works alone has_ increased fourfold. 
Bavaria has, including plant still under building, about 
11,600 water power stations with a total capacity of some 
934,000 horse power. The total capacity of the larger 
plants amounts to 745,000 h.p., of which 375,000 h.p. 
provides electric light and power for general purposes, 
128,000 h.p. for the electric railways, 185,000 h.p. for 
the electro-chemical and electro-metallurgical industries, 
28,000 h.p. for the textile industry, 25,000 h.p. for the 
paper and press industry, and 4,000 h.p. for other 
purposes. 

The water power already in use, together with that 
capable of use according to examinations so far made, 
has a total capacity of 1,100,000 kilowatts (1:65 million 
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h.p.). Of this, plant with a capacity of 770,000 k.w. hag 
been already earmarked for general electrical services 
and railways and 340,000 k.w. for industry. Including 
the smaller power stations, the total possible capacity of 
Bavarian water power reaches 3:7 million h.p., the 
average yearly capacity being 2:1 million h.p. A 
complete development of all available water power in 
Bavaria would produce a yearly average of about 
12 million k.w. The 934,000 h.p. now developed or 
under development comprises about one-quarter of the 
total capacity of Bavarian water power. 





RIVER TRANSPORT OF TIMBER IN ROUMANTA., 

The British Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has 
forwarded copy and translation of a Royal Decree 
No. 3,379 of 22nd October, 1926, relative to the trans- 
port of timber by raft on the rivers of Roumania. The 
Decree provides that, except for the Danube, the Dnies- 
ter, and that part of the Theiss which forms the boundary 
between Roumania and Czechoslovakia, a permit is re- 
quired from the Ministry of Public Works. 

British firms interested may consult the copy and 
translation referred to on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


S.W. I. 





NEW FRENCH MOROCCAN COMPANY LAW. 

The British Consul-General at Rabat reports-that a 
Dahir of Ist September, 1926, and published in the 
sulletin Officiel of 5th October, 1926, renders applicable 
in the French zone of Morocco the French Law of 7th 
March, 1925, on ‘“‘ Sociétés a responsabilité limitée.” 
The British Consul-General further reports that the 
French Law referred to would appear to legalise a kind 
of cross between a partnership and an ordinary limited 
liability company. The only important qualification 
with which it has been made applicable in Morocco is 
that it is forbidden by the Dahir to give banks and credit 
establishments the form of a ‘‘ Société a responsabilité 
limitée. The Dahir presents one other feature of in- 
terest, namely, that it makes it compulsory for companies 
of the kind contemplated to register in the ‘‘ registre du 
commerce,’’ and it refers in this connection to a Dahir 
of the same date (Ist September, 1926), making such 
registration obligatory on merchants and commercial 
companies generally. The latter Dahir, however, does 
not appear to have been published in the Bulletin 
Officiel. 





JAPANESE RICE CROP: SECOND ESTIMATE. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed by 
cable from a reliable source that the second estimate of 
the rice crop gives 56,804,850 koku, which compares with 
a first estimate of 59,491,810 koku. 





KOREAN RICE CROP ESTIMATE. 


The British Consul-General at Seoul has forwarded 
the following estimate of the Korean rice crop of 1926:— 
Estimated crop 77,409,393 bushels, as compared with 
a yield of 73,317,427 bushels in 1925, or an estimated 
increase of 4,091,966 bushels, or 5’6 per cent. 





PRODUCTION OF RESIN AND TURPENTINE IN 
SUMATRA. 


The British Commercial Agent at Batavia reports 
that, according to a Sumatra journal, the monthly pro- 
duction of resin and turpentine by the State plant at 
Takengon, in the Gajoelands, Achun, has now reached 
15,000 kilogs., of which about 20 per cent. is turpentine. 
The resin is sold to local industries, but the greater part 
of the turpentine is shipped to Amsterdam. The plant 
at Takengon is working day and night, and it is the 
Government’s intention to enlarge it as soon as transport 
facilities permit the profitable exploitation of certain 
pine forests 


NOVEMBER 25, 1926. 
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NovEMBER 29, 1926. 
Special Articles. 
THE IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. 





FURTHER REPORTS BY GENERAL 
ECONOMIC’ SUB-COMMITTEE. 


—— 


IMPERIAL SHIPPING COMMITTEE AND 
IMPERIAL ECONOMIC COMMITTEE. 

At the Thirteenth Meeting of the Imperial Conference 
held on 18th November the following Resolution was 
adopted oo 

‘‘ The Imperial Conference desires to convey to the 
Chairman and Members of the Imperial Shipping Com- 
mittee and the Imperial Economic Committee an expres- 
sion of its appreciation of the valuable work which has 
been done by those Committees.’’ 

The Resolution passed by the Conference in regard to 
the continuance of the Imperial Shipping Committee was 
published in our issue of 18th November (see page 523). 

The Conference on 18th November also passed the 
following Resolution concerning the Imperial Economic 
Committee :— 

‘The Imperial Conference is of opinion that the 
Imperial Economic Committee should continue on its 
present ad hoc basis with the following general refer- 
ence: 

(1) to complete the series of investigations into the 
marketing of Empire foodstuffs in Great Britain, and 
while this work is proceeding, 

(2) to put forward for the consideration of the various 
Governments concerned (a) a list of raw materials for 
possible further marketing enquiries, and (b) sugges- 
tions for the preparation and circulation of brief pre- 
liminary surveys as suggested by the General Economic 
Sub-Committee of the Conference* of any branch of 
Empire trade and marketing, such preliminary surveys, 
if the Governments ccncerned so desire, to be followed 
up by further enquiries.’’ 








_—~=——--~ 


IMPERIAL CONFERENCE: GENERAL 
ECONOMIC SUB-COMMITTEE’S REPORTS. 


We give below the texts of five further Reports by | 


the Sub-Committee, which have been adopted by the 
Conference in addition to those published in the 
“ Journal ’’ of 18th November (pages 518-523). 

These Reports deal with :— 

(1) Convention relating to the Immunity of State- 

Owned Vessels ; 

(2) Immunity of State Enterprises from Taxation ; 

(3) Taxation of Non-Resident Traders; 

(4) Exhibition within the Empire of Empire Films; 

(5) Surveys of Empire Trade. 





CONVENTION RELATING TO THE IMMUNITY 
OF STATE-OWNED VESSELS. 


The General Economic Sub-Committee beg to make 
the following Report to the Imperial Conference on the 
subject of the Convention adopted at Brussels relating 
to the Immunity of State-owned Vessels : — 


1. The question of the immunity of State-owned 
vessels was discussed at length at the Imperial Economic 
Conference of 1923. It originated in the strong desire 
on the part of shipowners, shippers and others interested 
in shipping to have an international convention which 
would secure to claimants against State-owned or State- 
operated ships the hearing of their claims before Courts 
of Law as a matter of right, instead of leaving them to 
rely on the meeting of their just claims for payment by 
Governments as a matter of grace, or, In some Cases, on 
sanction being given by Governments to the hearing of 
certain kinds of claims before a Court of Law. It was 
agreed by the Imperial Economic Conference that the 
demand was reasonable and should be met, subject to 








* A copy of the Report of the General Economic Sub-Com- 
mittee on Surveys of Empire Trade will be found on page 552. 
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such limitations or safeguards as were necessary froim 
the point of view of defence. A resolution was accord- 
ingly passed recommending that a draft laid before the 
Conference ‘‘ should be adopted throughout the Empire 
as the basis on which an international convention might 
be concluded.’’* 


2. The question was considered at a meeting of the 
International Maritime Committee at Genoa in Septem- 
ber, 1925, and again more recently (in April, 1926) 
at a Conference at Brussels when amended proposals for 
an International Convention were drawn up; the Con- 
vention, revised accordingly, wax signed by the delegates 
from Great Britain ad referendum. 

3. In general, the Convention gives effect on suitable 
lines to the policy agreed upon at the Imperial Economic 
Conference in 1923, but there are still some points out- 
standing on which the draft does not appear to be satis- 
factory from the standpoint of defence. Steps are 
being taken with a view to meeting these points, and it 
is hoped that it will be possible very shortly to formulate 
definite proposals. 

4. The Sub-Committee recommend that the Conference 
should pass a resolution on the following lines :— 

‘‘ The Imperial Conference notes with satisfaction 
the steps taken to give effect to the policy approved 
at the Imperial Economic Conference in 1923 with 
regard to the immunity of State-owned ships, and, 
subject to a satisfactory settlement of the points still 
outstanding, commends the draft International Con- 
vention drawn up at the Conference at Brussels in 
April, 1926, to the consideration of the Governments 
of the various parts of the Empire.’’ 

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee. 


S. J. CHAPMAN, 
Chairman. 
2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
November 11, 1926. 





IMMUNITY OF STATE ENTERPRISES FROM 
TAXATION, 

The General Economic Sub-Committee beg to make 
the following Report to the Imperial Conference on the 
subject of the Immunity of State Enterprises from 
Taxation :— 

1. The Sub-Committee have considered whether the 
time is ripe for the matter of the taxation of the trading 
enterprises of foreign Governments to be taken up with 
foreign countries with a view to obtaining general accept- 
ance of the principle laid down by Lord Colwyn’s Com- 
mittee and adopted by the Imperial Economic Confer- 
ence of 1923. 

2. His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain have 
accepted the resolution of the 1923 Conference and have 
given legislative effect to it by a Section in the Finance 
Act of 1925. Section 25 of that Act provides that the 
Government of any part of the Empire outside Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland shall be liable to taxation 
in the latter country in respect of trade operations and 
of property or income arising in connection therewith. 
The Section at the same time reaffirms the immunity of 
any such Government from taxation in respect of any 
income or property which does not arise or is not held 
in a trading capacity. 

3. The Canadian representatives stated that their 
Government had not as yet been able to see its way to 
introduce legislation providing for the taxation of the 
trading enterprises of other parts of the Empire 
operating within the Dominion. They also pointed out 
that the Dominion Government could not bind the Pro- 
vinces in any way. 

4. The Australian and New Zealand representatives 
stated that the principle of the taxation of Government 
trading enterprises was accepted by them. They ex- 
plained that no specific legislation on the subject had 








* See pages 23-24 of the Proceedings of the Imperial Economic 
Conference, 1923, Cmd. 2009. 
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been passed in Australia or New Zealand, but that the 
view there held was that the existing law provided suffi- 
cient authority for the necessary assessments. They con- 
curred in the proposal that foreign Governments should 
be approached with a view to the acceptance of the prin- 
ciple. The Commonwealth representative, however, ex- 
plained that, as in the case of Canada, the Common- 
wealth Government was unable to bind the States in the 
matter. 

5. The South African representatives stated that their 
Governments accepted without reserve the principle 
adopted by the Conference of 1923. Legislative effect to 
the principle had been given by the Union of South 
Africa, and, although this legislation proceeded on 
different lines, it had the same result as that secured 
by the legislation in the Finance Act of 1925 of Great 
Britain, viz., the taxation of the trading enterprises (and 
of all property held in connection therewith) and the 
exemption of other income of the Government of any 
part of the Empire. 

6. The representative of the Irish Free State explained 
that his Government held the view that under the exist- 
ing law there was sufficient authority to tax the income 
and profits of the Government of another part of the 
Empire, if such income or profits fell within the juris- 
diction of the Irish Free State. The Irish Free State 
did not favour the enactment of general legislation; the 
matter was, so far,as they were concerned, of no prac- 
tical importance at the moment, because of the agree- 
ment with His Majesty’s Government in Great Britain 
in respect of Double Income Tax. He stated that his 
Government certainly favoured the mutual taxation of 
Government trading enterprises. 


7. The Government of Newfoundland have already 
signified acceptance of the resolution of the 1923 Con- 
ference and have given legislative effect to it. 


8. The representative of India affirmed his Govern- 
ment’s acceptance of the principle of mutual taxation 
of Governmental trading. India has already given 
legislative effect to the resolution of the 1923 Conference. 


9. Action has been taken by the Government of 
Southern Rhodesia on similar lines to that taken by the 
Government of the Union of South Africa. 


10. The principle is accepted so far as concerns the 
Colonies not possessing responsible Government, although 
no occasion has yet arisen for its application in the 
Colonies and there has as yet been no legislation for the 
purpose. 


11. It appears from the foregoing statements of the 
position that considerable progress has been made along 
the lines recommended by the Conference of 1923. In 
these circumstances the Sub-Committee are of opinion 
that there is a measure of agreement within the Empire 
in this matter sufficient to warrant the opening of nego- 
tiations with the Governments of foreign countries with 
a view to the conclusion of reciprocal agreements for the 
mutual taxation of Government trading enterprises. 
The agreements would be without prejudice to the 
national interest of sovereign States in any emergency of 
war. 

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 
Percy THOMPSON, 
Chairman. 
2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
November 17, 1926. 


——_—_—_——— .... 


- TAXATION OF NON-RESIDENT TRADERS. 


The General Economic Sub-Committee beg to make 
the following Report to the Imperial Conference on the 
subject of the taxation of non-resident traders :— 


1. Attention has been drawn to the fact that there is 
a diversity of method in the various parts of the Empire 
in the computation of the profits for taxation purposes of 
a manufacturer or producer resident in one part of the 
Empire who sells his goods through an agent or branch 
in another part. 
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2. The manufacturer or producer is subject to taxa- 
tion in both countries, though his burden is eased by the 
arrangements which have already been made between 
many parts of the Empire for relief in respect of double 
taxation. As between the Government of Great Britain 
and the Governments of other parts of the Empire the 
cost of relief falls either wholly or mainly upon the 
Exchequer of Great Britain. 


3. The total profit of the manufacturer or producer 
which finally emerges on the sale of his goods abroad may 
be regarded as consisting of two parts, viz. (1) the 
‘‘ manufacturing ’’ or “‘ producing’’ profit which arises 
from activities exercised at home, and (2) the ‘‘ mer- 
chanting ’’ profit which arises from activities thus 


exercised in the country of sale (7.e., abroad). 


4, There was general, though not complete, agreement 
among the members of the Sub-Committee that such a 
division was desirable, and that the scope of the charge 
to income tax in the country of sale might with advan- 
tage be restricted to the ‘‘ merchanting ”’ profit. This 
principle has been adopted in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland under the Income Tax Act, 1918, and 
it was reported to the Sub-Committee that a similar 
principle of taxing only part of the profits of the non- 
resident manufacturer also underlies the laws of some 
or all of the. Dominions, though not in every case those 
of Provincial or State Governments within these 
Dominions. The representative of India intimated, how- 
ever, that he was unable to accept the principle, and it 
was also pointed out by therepresentatives of Canadaand 
of the Commonwealth of Australia that they were not in 
a position to speak on behalf of or to bind Provincial or 
State Governments. 

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 
Percy THompPson, 
Chairman. 
2, Whiteha!l Gardens, S.W. 1, 
November 17, 1926. 





EXHIBITION WITHIN THE EMPIRE OF 
EMPIRE CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 

The General Economic Sub-Committee beg to make 
the following Report to the Imperial Conference on the 
subject of the Exhibition within the Empire of Empire 
Cinematograph Films :— 

1. The importance and far-reaching influence of the 
Cinema are now generally recognised. The Cinema is 
not merely a form of entertainment, but, in addition, a 
powerful instrument of education in the widest sense of 
that term; and even where it is not used avowedly for 
purposes of instruction, advertisement or propaganda, 
it exercises indirectly a great influence in shaping the 
ideas of the very large numbers to whom it appeals. 
Its potentialities in this respect are almost unlimited. 


2. In Great Britain and Northern Ireland the propor- 
tion of Empire-produced films to the total shown has 
recently been only about 5 per cent., and in the Irish 
Free State the proportion is probably not higher. In 
Australia, of the total number of films imported in 1925, 
only a little over 8 per cent. were of Empire origin, 
and on the basis of length of film the Empire propor- 
tion was probably substantially less. In New Zealand 
in recent years the proportion of films shown which were 
of Empire origin appears to have been about 10 per cent. 
In Canada the direct imports of films from Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland in the year ended 31st March, 
1925, were only 1°3 per cent. of the total films imported. 
The proportion of British films shown is also known to 
be very small in South Africa, Newfoundland and India, 
and in the Colonies and Protectorates, although statis- 
tical data are lacking. 


3. It is a matter of the most serious concern that thy 
films shown in the various parts of the Empire shoulgi 
be to such an overwhelming extent the product of forei 
countries, and that the arrangements for the distrib 
tion of such Empire films as are produced should be fa 
from adequate. In foreign cinema pictures the condi- 
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tions in the several parts of the Empire and the habits 
of its peoples, even when represented at all, are not 
always represented faithfully and at times are misrepre- 
sented. Moreover, it is an undoubted fact that the con- 
stant showing of foreign scenes or settings, and the 
absence of any corresponding showing of Empire scenes 
or settings, powerfully advertises (the more effectively 
because indirectly) foreign countries and their products. 


4. In Great Britain and Northern Ireland and in the 
Irish Free State Empire-made films enjoy in respect 
of Customs duty a rebate of one-third. In Australia 
British-produced films (7.e., films wholly printed in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland from negatives of which at 
least 75 percent. of the length was photographed in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland) are admitted duty-free, 
whilst other films are subject to duty. In New Zealand 
films which qualify for admission under the British 
Preferential Tariff are duty-free, others being dutiable. 
In Canada films made in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland and in certain other Empire countries pay a 
preferential rate of duty which is one-half of the general 
rate payable by most other countries, including the chief 
source of supply. France and a few other foreign coun- 
tries which obtain the benefit of the French Convention 
pay a rate which in this case is the same as that now 
paid under the British Preferential Tariff, but the 
imports from these countries are insignificant. In South 
Africa, Newfoundland and India Empire-made films do 
not receive a tariff preference. The degree of preference 
accorded to British films in those Colonies which have 
a preferential tariff varies from one-fifth in Mauritius to 
one-half in Trinidad and other Colonies, some of the 
duties being levied ad valorem and others at specific 
rates. In Bermuda foreign films pay 5d. per 100 feet, 
plus a surtax of 10 per cent., and in Fiji 125 per cent. 
ad valorem, while British films are admitted free. Most 
of the African Colonies and Protectorates are precluded 
by international agreement from according any 
preference. 

5. As indicated in the preceding paragraph, Australia 
requires that for any film to be entitled to preferential 
treatment the larger part of the picture which it shows 
~-whatever the nature—must have been photographed 
in Great Britain and Northern Ireland. But in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland, and apparently in certain 
other Empire countries, positive films need only have 
been printed within an Empire country receiving prefer- 
ence, from negatives taken elsewhere, to qualify for 
preference. Existing duties are levied on a basis which 
ignores the actual earning power of a film, but the levy 
of duties on the basis of exhibition or entertainment 
value would give rise to serious administrative and other 
difficulties. Generally speaking, it must be concluded 
that the existing duties on films, and the preferences 
accorded in some cases, have been of little effect in pro- 
moting film-production, as distinct from film-printing, 
within the Empire. 


6. Great importance is attached by the Sub-Committee 
to the larger production within the Empire of films of 
high entertainment value and films of sound educational 
merit, and their exhibition throughout the Empire and 
fhe rest of the world on an increasing scale. The Sub- 
Committee have considered various methods by means of 
which, it has been suggested, this object could be most 
usefully assisted by the Governments cf the various parts 
of the Empire. These methods include :— 


Effective Customs duties on foreign films, whether 
accompanied by a change in the basis on which duties 
are payable or otherwise ; 

Ample preference or free entry for films produced 
within the Empire ; 

Legislation for the prevention of ‘‘ blind’’ and 
‘* block ’’ booking ; 

The imposition of requirements as to the renting or 
exhibition of a minimum quota of Empire films. 


7. The Sub-Committee are in full agreement as to the 
need for remedying the existing position and promoting 
the production and exhibition of Empire films, and 
recommend that remedial measures of the kinds indi- 
cated in the preceding paragraph should be considered 
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by the Governments of the Empire. They recognise, 
however, that circumstances vary in different parts of the 
Empire, and that, although the lack of Empire films is 
general, the other factors which have contributed to 
bring about the present position do not operate in all 
parts of the Empire, or do not operate uniformly. In 
the case of Canada and Australia, the division of powers 
between the Dominion and Commonwealth Governments 
on the one hand and the Provincial and State Govern- 
ments on the other, may constitute an obstacle to 
uniformity of action. In this connection, however, it 
inay be mentioned that the State of Victoria has already 
initiated legislation requiring a minimum quota of 
Empire films to be exhibited, and that New South Wales 
is reported to be on the point of proceeding along similar 
lines. 


8. It is necessary to emphasise the fact that State 
action cannot be effective, and, indeed, so far as any 
quota system is concerned, could not be maintained for 
any length of time, unless two conditions are fulfilled. 
The first is that there shali be a substantial output of 
films which not only conform to such requirements as to 
production within the Empire as may be prescribed in 
any case, but are also of real and competitive exhibition 
value. Whatever action may be taken by Governments 
will be useless unless producers show sufficient enterprise, 
resource and adaptability. On the other hand, it should 
be recognised that suitable Government action, whether 
legislative or administrative, may be an effective incen- 
tive and encouragement to private enterprise in its efforts 
to place the Empire film industry on a sound footing. 
The second essential condition is the development of 
effective distributing arrangements throughout the 
Empire, different parts of the Empire co-operating wher- 
ever possible. 

9. Great Britain and Northern Ireland is the largest 
producer of films and the largest market for films in the 
British Empire, and any action which it may be found 
possible to take there would undoubtedly be of the 
greatest assistance to the other parts of the Empire in 
dealing with the problem. 


10. In some parts of the Empire films have been pro- 
duced illustrative of the conditions and resources of those 
countries or of the activities of Government departments. 
Films of this kind attracted considerable attention at the 
British Empire Exhibition at Wembley, and their 
display has also been secured in other ways. It would, 
in the opinion of the Sub-Committee, be very advan- 
tageous if the production and exhibition of films of this 
nature could be continued and increased. It is under- 
stood that the question of the educational use of the 
cinematograph is to be considered by the Imperial Edu- 
cation Conference next year, and it is to be hoped that 
the possibility will not be overlooked of co-operation 
between the Education Departments with regard to edu- 
cational films which would familiarise children with the 
life and character of the different parts of the Empire. 


11. Finally, the Sub-Committee feel that a useful pur- 
pose would be served if the Governments of the Empire 
could arrange for the exchange of information as to the 
progress made in the production of films in their respec- 
tive territories. 

12. The Sub-Committee recommend, for the considera- 
tion of the Conference, the adoption of the following 
Resolution : — 

‘The Imperial Conference, recognising that it is of 
the greatest importance that a larger and increasing 
proportion of the films exhibited throughout the 
Empire should be of Empire production, commends the 
matter and the remedial measures proposed to the con 
sideration of the Governments of the various parts of 
the Empire with a view to such early and effective 
action to deal with the serious situation now existing as 
they may severally find possible.’’ 

Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 
S. J. CHAPMAN, 
Chairman 
2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
Necvember 18, 1926. 
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SURVEYS OF EMPIRE TRADE. 


The General Economic Sub-Committee beg to make the 
following Report to the Imperial Conference on the Pro- 
posal of the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of 
Australia for Surveys of Empire Trade :— 

1. The Sub-Committee were asked to make a report on 
a suggestion put forward by the Prime Minister of the 
Commonwealth of Australia at the Sixth Meeting of the 
Conference. Mr. Bruce advanced the view that it might 
be of great value to Empire trade if some system of stock- 
taking were undertaken in the form of reports showing 
what the Empire is producing, and what it is buying; 
and raised the question whether the Imperial Economic 
Committee or some similar body should not be entrusted 
with the task of making such surveys and communicating 
the results to the Governments of the different parts of 
the Empire. It is understood that the question what 
body should undertake this work, if it were decided that 
it should be proceeded with, was not referred to the Sub- 
Committee. It was explained to the Sub-Committee that 
the intention was not to arrange for the preparation of 
periodic comprehensive reports on lines similar to those 
of the Reports issued by the Dominions Royal Commis- 
sion, but to provide for the preparation and publication 
of brief surveys of the economic (including statistical) 
facts in relation to Empire trade in industrial and agri- 
cultural products. 


2. It is felt by the Sub-Committee that such surveys, 
in a number of cases at any rate, would be advantageous 
in informing the public, and particularly Empire pro- 
ducers, from time to time of opportunities open in 
Empire markets. And, whether or not they all proved 
suitable for publication, they would be of value in assist- 
ing the Governments of the Empire in determining 
whether in any particular case it was desirable to arrange 
for an ad hoc enquiry on the lines already so well estab- 
lished by the Reports of the Imperial Economic 
Committee. 


3. The Sub-Committee recognise that a large amount 
of information is available in the statistical returns issued 
by the various Governments, in the publications of the 
Imperial Institute, particularly those of the former 
[mperial Mineral Resources Bureau, which is now incor- 
porated in the Imperial Institute), in the Annual 
Reports upon trade in Empire and foreign markets issued 
by the Department of Overseas Trade in London, and 
in the reports of Special Committees, of which the valu- 
able first volume entitled ‘‘ Survey of Overseas Markets ”’ 
issued by the Balfour Committee on Industry and Trade 
is an outstanding instance. Further useful material will 
be furnished by the proposed additions to the Statistical 
Abstract for the British Oversea Dominions and Protec- 
torates prepared by His Majesty’s Government in Great 
Britain, to which reference is made in the Third Report 
of the Sub-Committee. It is, however, sometimes a diffi- 
cult undertaking to extract from a number of different 
publications detailed information which may be required 
in respect of a particular industry or a particular com- 
modity, with the result that many manufacturers, agri- 
cultural producers and traders may remain unaware of 
significant facts affecting their particular trade. 


4. Each survey should deal with one trade or with a 
group of closely allied trades in as concise a form as may 
prove practicable in each case. Those trades should be 
selected for early consideration in which it seemed likely 
that a fuller knowledge of the facts would lead to the 
greatest stimulation of Empire trade. Experience would 
show how much of the field it was desirable eventually 
to cover. So far as possible, each survey should include, 
in a condensed but popular form, the main facts regard- 
ing production and consumption in the Empire and in 
foreign countries, the most important import and export 
figures, a statement of the competitive situation, and of 
the progress made within the Empire in production and 
export as compared with the progress made in foreign 
countries. 

5. It is recognised that much is already being done in 
the economic sphere, both in Great Britain and in the 
Dominions and India, through the medium of the publi- 
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cations and journals of Public Departments, as well as 
those of Institutes and Associations, but it appears to 
the Sub-Committee that it would be of advantage if 
arrangements could be made for the more systematic 
provision of condensed reports as indicated above, based 
upon information derived from the various parts of the 
Empire concerned, on trade questions regarded from an 
Empire point of view. As already stated, the question 
of the body to which the work of preparing the surveys 
should be assigned is not referred to the Sub-Committce 
but it is assumed that, by consultation and otherwise, 
duplication of effort and machinery would be avoided. 
The Sub-Committee are also of opinion that experience in 
the preparation of the surveys will probably show the 
necessity for the Statistical Conference referred to in 
their Third Report. 


Signed on behalf of the Sub-Committee, 
S. J. CHAPMAN, 
Chairman. 
2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
November 17, 1926. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN JAMAICA, THE 
BAHAMAS, THE WINDWARD AND LEEWARD 
ISLANDS AND BERMUDA. 








JAMAICA. 


The trade of the Island of Jamaica improved consider- 
ably during 1925, states Mr. J. L. Wilson Goode, H.M. 
Trade Commissioner in the British West Indies, in a 
Report to the Department of Overseas Trade on 
economic conditions in a number of the islands. Ex- 
ports were valued at £3,915,000, or £792,039 more than 
in 1924. The chief staple crop, bananas, showed an in- 
crease of over 3,000,C00 stems exported as compared 
with the previous year, and the value of the shipments 
was enhanced by £285,280. Exports of unrefined sugar 
increased from 396,701 cwts., valued at £430,777, to 
754,313 cwts., valued at £544,671. The erection last 
year of a large central factory in St. Thomas is an im- 
portant event in connection with the sugar industry of 
the Colony, and remarkable results have been obtained 
in the rapid development of cane cultivation in the area. 
associated with this enterprise. Exports of rum in 1925 
represented 390,876 gallons more than the previous year 
and nearly double the value. A good Continental 
demand lent encouragement to the industry, and some 
record prices were obtained for high-flavoured blending 
rums. Both in point of quantity and value the exports 
of coffee in 1925 were double those of 1924. No less than 
41,868 more cwts. of pimento were exported in 1925 than 
during the previous year, and the value of shipments 
rose from £121,651 to £234,479. Exports of cocoa de- 
creased in quantity but increased in value, and_ship- 
ments of grape fruit, oranges and coconuts were larger 
in both quantity and value. The coconut trees all 
over the Island have responded to more favourable 
weather, and present a better appearance than they have 
done for some years. The only industries that were de- 
pressed during the year were those of logwood and log- 
wood extracts and ginger. 

Prospects of a further improvement in the volume of 
exportable products during the current year are con- 
sidered good, seasons in the country districts having 
been favourable for the growing crops. 


Import TRADE. 


The increased value of the export trade reacted favour- 
ably upon the import trade, and the total value of im- 
ports in 1925 was £5,386,435, as compared with 
£4,837,074 in 1924. The advance in the value of 
imports was mainly due to the larger volume of cotton 
piece-goods that entered the Colony, the value being 
£603,230, as compared with £444,952 in 1924. Other 
notable increases occurred in the case of motor cars, dried 
fish and cigarettes. 
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Trade with the United Kingdom increased in value 
from £1,437,563 in 1924 to £1,631,916 in 1925, Cana- 
dian trade from £794,856 to £815,629, and United 
States trade from £1,955,867 to £2,143,250. Com- 
merce with Germany and Holland also increased in value. 
The imports of sugar machinery from the United King- 
dom in 1925 exceeded in value by more than £100,000 
those of the previous year, but practically all of it was 
imported in connection with the new central factory. 
American competition was particularly successful in the 
supply of cotton goods, and the following observations by 
the Colonial Secretary, Jamaica, are well worthy of the 
attention of United Kingdom manufacturers :— 

‘“‘ After five years of special preference afforded to 
British cotton piece-goods, it is now learnt that the 
American article has once more gained the ascendency. 
The growing demand for the cheaper cloths largely 
favoured by the working classes has resulted in an in- 
crease of nearly 8,000,000 yards, making a total im- 
portation of 23,448,508 yards. Of these the American 
source was the more responsive, as, despite the 50 per 
cent. preference given, their manufacturers were able to 
supply us with an article of superior quality and cheaper 
price than we could obtain elsewhere. Some British 
manufacturers tried to compete, but failed both in 
quality and price, while the majority made no attempt, 
being content to specialise in the more expensive cloths 
of higher grade.’’ 

Tourist TRADE: PuBLIc Works. 


The tourist trade, which adds very considerably to the 
prosperity of Jamaica, is steadily increasing, as will be 
seen from the following figures :— 











Year. Tourists. Year. | Tourists. 
1922 om 1,873 | 1924 ... —— 3,114 
Ra Bat 2,734 : 1925 0.00 ose 3,500 





These figures do not include cruise tourists who stop a 
few hours only. 

As regards public works, the only new work of any 
magnitude in progress during last year was the Dornoch 
Water Supply Scheme. This project, which is now in 
course of completion, provides a domestic water supply 
over a dry area of some 25 square miles in the parish of 
Trelawny. Water is to be pumped by turbine-driven 
pumps on the Dornoch River to a service reservoir at a 
height of 900 feet, when it will be distributed by 14 
miles of steel mains. The object of the scheme is to give 
a daily supply of 200,000 gallons and will cost approxi- 
mately £26,000. The only new schemes under con- 
sideration are a small irrigation project and certain short 
feeder roads to the Government Railway. The work of 
constructing the Hermitage Dam is proceeding, and con- 
siderable work has been undertaken in connection with 
street reconstruction and with the extension of the 
sewerage system. 

BAHAMAS. 

The import trade of Nassau for the last quarter of 
1925 showed an increase of £147,000 as compared with 
the corresponding period of the previous year, but there 
was a decrease of £10,084 in the value of the exports 
owing to poor crops of fruit in consequence of prolonged 
drought during the summer months. Other industries, 
notably sponge, lumber and Bahamas hemp, showed 
satisfactory progress. The general increase in the im- 
ports of cotton goods, provisions and motor cars in 1925 
accounted largely for the improvement in the import 
trade. 

There has been a marked increase in the value of real 
estate during the last twelve months, but otherwise con- 
ditions generally have remained very much as formerly. 
Land development has resulted in a shortage of labour, 
which, however, is not likely to continue. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS. 
on 


Grenapa.—The agricultural industries during 1925 
were successful both as regards crops yields, and prices, 
and, as a result, the various estates are recelving more 
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care and attention. The cocoa crop was larger than in 
the previous year, as also the nutmeg, spice and maize 
crops and the cotton crop. The banana industry, which 
hitherto has not received the attention of agriculturists, 
has been developed, and also a fruit canning industry. 
The total trade of the Colony amounted to £865,890, 
and the United Kingdom secured 36 per cent. of the 
import trade, which is valued at £431,807. Exports to 
the United Kingdom represented 39 per cent. of the total 
volume of exports from the Colony. A retired Govern- 
ment official was recently asked to advise the local 
Government with a view to the improvement of the water 
supply and roads of the Colony. This work is now in 
progress, and orders for the purchase of water piping, 
etc., have been forwarded to the Crown Agents. 

St. Lucia.—The output of sugar during the past 
season was greater than that of last year, but the low 
market price seriously effected the value of the crop. 
Exports of sugar, molasses and syrup during 1925 were 
valued at £85,151, as against £109,818 in the previous 
year. The cocoa crop was somewhat impaired by wet 
weather, but although exports in 1925 showed a decrease 
of 1,720 cwts., the value was higher than in the previous 
year. Lime cultivation received more attention, and the 
crop came in gradually, which enabled the planters to 
harvest better and to gather and put to use more of their 
crop than in the previous season. Coconut plantations 
are giving good results, and the cultivation is being ex- 
tended. The value of imports in 1925 totalled 
£277,013, while that of exports was £243,207. 

St. Vincent.—Although the rainfall in 1925 was 
below normal, crops were not affected to any serious 
extent, and production of arrowroot and cane syrup was 
higher than during the previous year. The returns for 
cotton and minor crops were average, but there was a 
marked increase in the production of copra. The 
Colony’s revenue, which amounted to £62,450, is the 
highest on record, and £11,300 more than estimated. 
Expenditure amounted to £53,190, exceeding the esti- 
mates by £306. The Public Debt at the close of the year 
was £10,290, and the Sinking Fund towards its redemp- 
tion was £5,251. The value of the total trade of the 
Colony for the year 1925 was £441,848, as compared 
with £310,939 for 1924. Exports were valued at 
£229,941, an increase over 1924 of £79,130; imports 
were valued at £211,907, an advance of £51,809. Ex- 
ports of arrowroot rose from 2,952,535 lbs. in 1924 to 
3,190,412 lbs., but prices were good, and the value of 
exports was £125,078, as compared with £51,361 for the 
previous year. Values for cane syrup were higher 
during 1925, and better prices were obtained for the 
Sea Island cotton produced locally. Shipments of cas- 
sava starch declined from 634,631 Ibs. in 1924 to 470,284 
in 1925. It is gratifying to observe that the United 
Kingdom has benefited from the increase in imports, 
those from there in 1925 amounting to £75,914, against 
£51,834 in 1924. Imports from Canada and the United 
States increased in value, but not to the same extent. 
The most noticeable advance was in machinery, which 
rose from £1,976 in 1924 to £10,465. Cotton goods in- 
ereased from £23,088 to £27,616; iron and steel manu- 
factures from £3,725 to £6,921; hardware from £2,700 
to £4,093: cement from £1,404 to £3,380, and boots 
and shoes from £2,678 to £3,695. 


LEEWARD ISLANDS. 
DoMINICA. 


The Revenue for the Presidency for the financial year 
1925-26 was £48,623, as compared with £48,153, for 
1924-25, expenditure amounting to £58,258, against 
£55,483. The Public Debt was reduced from £22,057 
at the close of the financial year 1924-25 to £19,835 at 
the end of the financial year 1925-26, during which no 
loans were either subscribed or sanctioned. The produc- 
tion of limes is the principal industry of the Colony. and 
the short 1925-26 crop adversely affected trade. Cocoa 
is also cultivated with success and exported in moderate 
quantities. Coconuts are doing well, especially on the 
coast. Several planters are now preparing copra from 
the coconuts, and it has already become. one. of the 
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regular exports, and the quantity is gradually increasing. 
Considerable areas are being planted up. Vanilla of ex- 
cellent quality is grown; the cultivation is increasing 
and recent reports show that an excellent quality of 
cured vanilla can be exported. There is considerable 
activity in the cultivation of oranges, grape-fruit, 
avocado pears, grafted mangoes, etc. Tobacco grows 
well and a Co-operative Tobacco Growers’ Association 
has been formed in order to develop the industry. 

In the early part of 1925 Sir Francis Watts, K.C.M.G.., 
D.Sc., etc. (late Imperial Commissioner of Agriculture 
for the West Indies), investigated the agricultural and 
general conditions of Dominica at the request of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and furnished a re- 
port on the agricultural conditions with recommenda- 
tions for their amelioration. This report, which is avail- 
able in the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1, deals with the 
‘ potentialities of the Island and recommends that the 
[Imperial Government be asked to provide financial assist- 
ance for (a) the development of new agricultural indus- 
tries, (b) the establishment of syrup factories, (c) the 
establishment of coastal communication between Roseau 
and the North-Eastern Coast and, as far as may be 
possible, with other outlying districts, (d) the establish- 
ment of a Peasants’ Information Bureau and Produce 
Exchange, and (e) improving the bridle roads and traces 
connecting peasants’ holdings. As a result of these re- 
commendations the Colonial Office decided that the 
economic distress of the Island justified a recommenda- 
tion to the Treasury for a grant of £21,000 for the first 
vear towards the carrying out of the proposals made by 
Sir Francis Watts. 

The total exports in 1925 were valued at £125,596, 
and consisted principally of limes and lime products 
and cocoa. Imports for the same year were valued at 
£146,204, of which £19,795 represented flour, £15,049 
cotton piece-goods, £5,431 dried fish, £4,711 bags and 
sacks, £4,316 butter substitutes, £4.110 oils, edible, 
£3,627 hardware and £3,266 boots and shoes. Imports 
from the United Kingdom were valued at £52,111, 
those from British North America £32,510, and those 
from the United States £37,127. 


MonTsERRAT.—Owing to the cotton crop for 1925 
being approximately only half the general average 
through drought and the pink boll worm, trade was ad- 
versely affected, while, as a result of the large shipments 
of merchandise that came to hand after the hurricane 
of August, 1924, merchants experienced such a serious 
set-back that they are even now only just recovering. 
The import trade is almost entirely in the hands of the 
United Kingdom and Canada, and it is satisfactory to 
note that there has been no noticeable increase in the 
activities of foreign competitors. In order to ensure the 
shipment of goods only to reputable firms, exporters in 
the United Kingdom should not fail to satisfy them- 
selves regarding the standing of prospective importers of 
whom they have no knowledge, either by taking up the 
usual bank and commercial references or by referring to 
the Department of Overseas Trade. A scheme for light- 
ing the town of Plymouth by electricity will probably be 
shortly carried out, and firms interested should commu- 
nicate with the Superintendent of Works and Roads, 
Montserrat. 


St. Kitts-Nevis.—The principal industry of this 
Presidency is sugar, especially of the muscovado variety, 
which is most successfully produced. Sea Island cotton 
is also grown on several plantations. The export of 
sugar in 1925 exceeded that of the previous year by 5,344 
tons. Sea Island cotton was also exported in a larger 
quantity than in 1924, the figures being 422,592 Ibs. and 
260,043 lbs. respectively. Trade generally has been 
dull for some months past, which has been felt by the 
smaller traders having no reserves of capital. The prin- 
cipal imports comprise flour and cotton piece-goods, im- 
ports of which in 1925 were valued at £41,435 and 
£25,290 respectively. 


Anticua.—Sugar is the staple industry of the Colony, 
and trade generally has been adversely affected by the 
low prices which have prevailed. Sea Island cotton is 
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also grown to some extent. Complaints have been made 
of slow deliveries of British goods, and United Kingdom 
exporters should make every endeavour not to give 
belated deliveries. It is not considered that there has 
been any increase in the activities of foreign competitors, 

VirGiIn IsLtanps.—The Revenue of the Presidency for 
the financial year 1925-26 was £7,871, as compared 
with £7,781 for the previous financial year. The 
expenditure was £9,110, or the same as in the 
previous year. No loans were either subscribed or 
sanctioned during the past financial year, at the end 
of which there was no Public Debt. The Acting 
Commissioner reports that 1925 was one of excep- 
tional drought, which affected tobacco, cotton, onions, 
canes and food production in general. A promising 
feature for the Presidency is the manufacture of 
cigars from native grown leaf, and the peasants are 
slowly taking up the cultivation. Coconut trees that 
survived the storm have recuperated and show signs of 
bearing. During 1925 a certain quantity of sugar was 
manufactured and a small percentage of rum. The total 
exports for the year were valued at £10,909 and imports 
at £34,443. 


BERMUDA. 


The value of the total imports into Bermuda last year 
was £489,982 less than in 1924, the figures being 
£1,325,041 and £1,815,023 respectively. The value of 
exports also declined, from £446,252 in 1924 to 
£166,020 in 1925. The reduced value of both imports 
and exports is due principally to the falling off in the re- 
export trade in alcoholic liquors, but importations of 
many other articles were on a lower scale. In 1924 no 
less than 335,900 gallons of whisky, valued at £316,199, 
were imported, of which 121,110 gallons, valued at 
£203,919, were exported ; but in 1925 the total imports, 
which ‘were practically all for internal consumption, were 
valued at only £44,358. The decline in imports for 
internal consumption in 1925 was probably due to a 
large carry-over from the previous year. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE 
UNITED STATES. 


The decline in the whisky trade reacted hardly 
upon the import trade with the United King- 
dom, which was valued at £666,316 in 1924 
and only £384,044 in 1925. Whisky to the value 
of £193,450 was imported from the United King- 
dom in 1924, but during 1925 the value declined to 
£27,306. There was also a great reduction in imports 
of wine and malt liquor, and this also had an adverse 
effect upon British trade. Apart from alcoholic 
liquors, the most conspicuous reductions in the trade with 
the United Kingdom were shown under the following 
headings: —Cotton goods, cigarettes, tobacco, soap, fer- 
tilisers, furniture and machinery. On the other hand, 
imports of woollen goods from the United Kingdom in- 
creased in value by over £5,000. 

Imports from the United States also declined, but to 
nothing like the same extent. The value of the total 
imports from the United States in 1924 was £790,809 
and in 1925 approximately £674,000. The largest 
decreases were in sugar and coal, but other noticeable 
declines were in boots and shoes, cotton goods and 
electrical goods. The most important increases were in 
fuel oil, flour and smoked and pickled meats. So far as 
can be ascertained from the abridged returns for the year 
1925, Canadian trade does not appear to have suffered 
much from the general decline and the Dominion’s per- 
centage to the total trade appears to have been well 
maintained. 

The bulk of the exports, consisting almost entirely of 
winter vegetables and lily bulbs, was consumed in the 
United States, and the remainder was shipped to Canada. 
Practically nothing was exported to the United 
Kingdom. 


Tourist TRADE. 


The latest figures in connection with the tourist trade 
do not show an appreciable increase in point of numbers, 
but, writes Mr. Wilson Goode, these are of less importance 
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than duration of visits and the amount of money tran- 
sients spend in the Island. So far as can be ascertained 
the season which closed in April last was a very good one 
both from length of stays and as regards the class of 
visitor. Storekeepers report that more business was 
done and that of a higher class. Until recently, efforts 
to attract tourists were directed towards the United 
States and Canada, but now efforts are also being made 
to attract visitors from the United Kingdom. In spite 
of the competition of domestic and Continental holiday 
resorts, and the economy in time and money in visiting 
European places as compared with Bermuda, it is thought 
that to a certain number of British people the voyage to 
and from Bermuda would be an added attraction rather 
that a deterrent. As Bermuda becomes better known, 
and every effort is being made to advertise its attractions, 
it cannot fail to develop as a tourist resort ; and whether 
it succeeds in attracting British visitors or not, British 
trade is sure to benefit from an increase in the number of 
transients. 


Exports oF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE. 


The Director of Agriculture reports that the year 1925 
was one of small crops and low prices generally for most 
exported produce. Prices of onions were above those of 
recent years, and were maintained in respect of bulbs 
and potatoes. The quantities of produce (exclusive of 
lily bulbs) exported during the last three years have been 
318,761 bushels in 1923, 416,604 bushels in 1924, and 
313,280 bushels in 1925. The approximate total value 
of all agricultural products for 1925 was £270,500. 

The total revenue of the Colony for the year 1925 was 
£248,476, and the total expenditure £312,283. Com- 
pared with 1924 revenue shows a decrease of £80,663 and 
expenditure a decline of £686. The fall in revenue is 
accounted for to the extent of £72,496 by a drop in the 
receipts for the export tax on liquors. The revenue 
from Customs duties in 1925 was £174,276, as compared 
with £273,226 in 1924. The amount of the Public Debt 
at the end of 1925 was £45,000, being the amount of a 
loan raised in 1920 for general purposes. The statement 
of assets and liabilities on 21st December, 1925, exclud- 
ing the Public Debt of £45,000 and the investments 
made for its redemption, shows assets amounting to 


£190,927, against liabilities totalling £36,783. 


—— 
——— 


COAL, IRON AND STEEL, 








PRODUCTION AND WHOLESALE PRICES IN 
CERTAIN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 


In the tables which follow, particulars are shown of 
the average monthly production in 1925 of coal, pig-iron 
and crude steel in certain European countries and in the 
United States, together with the production in each of 
ihe first nine months of 1926. The corresponding 
figures of production in the United Kingdom are added 
for purposes of comparison. The quantities produced 
are given in thousands of English tons (2,240 lbs.) in 
each case. 

In the notes following the tables, reference is made to 
the fluctuations in price of a few representative kinds of 
coal, iron and steel during recent months. 


PropucTION oF Coat. THousanps or Tons (2,240 LBs.) 




















; Saar Ger- __ United 

Month. | France. 'nistrict. Belgium many,*| U-S-A- ‘Kingdom 

1925 Monthly average} 8,857 1,065 | 1,897 | 10,883 | 43,511 | 20,265 
| 

1926 January --| 4,094 | 1,095 | 1,945 | 11,010 | 48,067 | 21,596 

February --| 8,941 1,084 1,864 | 10,441 | 43,446 | 21,818 

March .. --| 4,400 | 1,247 2,099 | 11,241 | 49,042 23,856 

April .. --| 4,050 1,055 1,952 9,924 | 43,121 21,581 











May .. ...| 3,804 | 1,038 | 1,817 | 10,507 | 42,065 
June... ss} 4,275 | 1,077 | 2,067 | 11,567 | 45,472 

July ... «| 4,228 | 1,172] 2,098 | 12,864 | 46,340 t 
August... «..| 4,211 | 1,117 | 2,148 | 12,672 | 48,729 | | 
September .... 4,231 | 1,108 | 2,139 | 12,669 | 51,268 |) 





* Excluding lignite. + Coal stoppage. 
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PRODUCTION OF PIG-IRON AND CRUDE STEEL. 
THOUSANDS oF Tons (2,240 LBs.). 











v Ger- United 

Month. France. | Belgium Italy. many. U.S.A. Kingdom. 

Pig-iron 
1925 Monthly amerngs 694°7 | 208°4 , 39 834°4 | 3,058°4, 519°7 
1926 January ‘ 750°6 135°6 | 678°4 | 3.316°2) 533°5 
February --| 695°2 | 199°1 | | 621°2 | 2,923°4) 602°0 
March .. -- 760°0 276°7 g 705°1 | 3,442°0 | 568°5 
April .. -- 7555 | 2833) co&8 657°5 | 3,450°1 | 5390°t 
OF - 770°0 | 2048/4433 | 7244 | 3,481°4/ 88°8 
June... . 7654 2000; &* | 7085 3,235°3; 41% 
July son -- 778.8; 301°7 | 755°6 | 3,223°3 | 17°9 
August... ... 8004 313°3 | 8365 | 3,200°5 | 13°6 
September 772°5 § 307°9 | 865°9 |3,1363 | 12°5 
Crude Steel (ingots and castings.)* 

1925 Monthly average 608-0 197°7 128 999°8 3,678°4  616°4 
1926 January ... 649°9 129°1 132 778°3 4,150°5  640°4 
February -. 620°2 180°3 126 803°1 3,801°8! 703°8 
March .. o-j tis 276°4 138 934°5 4,488°4 784° 1 
. . ae ; 674°3 282°4 147 854°6 4,123°9 661°0 
ay ose = 656°4 280°2 141 886°1 3,945°3 45°7 
June... és 682°6 806°3 140 961°6 3,750°7 34°5 
July eee és 706°6 305°7 136 1,003'°0 3,651°1 32° 1 
August . . 6931 $128 147 ~ &# 1,123°0 40046) 6271 
September .... 694.8 307.5 147 1,125°8 3,930°7 95°7 





* For the United States the figures relate to the production of ingots only ; 
the average monthly production of steel castings during 1925 was 104,400 tons. 


From the available information as to furnaces in blast, 
it appears that the average output of pig-iron in Septem- 
ber per furnace was 5,000 tons in France, 5,600 tons 
in Belgium, nearly 10,000 tons in Germany, and 14,600 
tons in the United States. 


FRANcE.—The September output of coal in France: 
was 4,231,000 tons, compared with 4,211,000 tons in 
August. There were 153 blast furnaces active at the 
end of September, the production of pig-iron for the 
month being 772,500 tons against 800,400 tons in 
August. The September output of crude steel showed 
a small increase over the August figure. During 
September, “‘ tout venant ”’ (through and through) coal, 
30/35 gras remained at 125°60 frs. per metric ton (at 
mines). Pig-iron P.L. No. 3 (Longwy) continued at 
600 frs. per metric ton. At the beginning of 
November ingots and blooms were being quoted at 
760-780 frs. and 780-800 frs. per metric ton respectively 
against 600-630 frs. and 630-680 frs. on 7th October. 
In the same period billets became dearer by about 
115 frs. per metric ton, while thick and medium sheets. 
showed little change. 


Be_c1um.—Coal production in September was slightly 
below the August figure. The daily rate fell by 4 per 
cent., there being 26 working days in September against 
25 in August. The output of pig-iron fell short of the 
August total by 5,400 tons, the daily rate, however, 
showing an increase of about 14 per cent.; 307,500 tons: 
of crude steel were produced in September against 
312,800 tons in August. The price of foundry pig-iron 
No. 3 (f.o.t. works) rose from 610 frs. per metric ton 
at the beginning of October to 645 frs. on 11th Novem- 
ber, the export price (f.o.b. Antwerp) rising from 
£3 14s. to £4 2s. 6d. during the same period. Between 
30th September and 21st October the export quotation 
for blooms rose from £4 12s. 6d. to £5 2s. 6d., but 
on 4th November stood at £4 15s. to £5 per metric 
ton. Billets and sheet bars (f.o.b. Antwerp), which 
cost £4 19s. and £5 5s. respectively on 30th September, 
were quoted at £5 5s. 6d. and £5 Ills. on 28th 
October, and cheapened by about ls. per metric tom 
on 4th November, 


GERMANY.—The aggregate tonnage and daily rate of 
coal produced from German mines in September showed 
little reduction from the figures for the previous month. 
Pig-iron production was up by 29,400 tons, the daily 
rate increasing by nearly 7 per cent. The output of 
steel ingots and castings (1,125,800 tons) exceeded the 
August output by 2,800 tons. The syndicate price for 
Fettforderkohle (through and through coal) was main- 
tained at 14°87 R.mks. per metric ton during October. 
The quotations for foundry pig-iron No. 3 (Rhenish 
Westphalian works) and iron bars and joists (f.o.t. 
Oberhausen) remained at 86 R.mks., 134 R.mks. and 
131 R.mks. per metric ton respectively. Medium sheets 
in October were, on average, 140 R.mks. per metric ton 
against 135 R.mks. in September, while billets 
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(Dortmund) showed a decline from 119 R.mks. to 
112°50 R.mks. per metric ton. 


Unitep States.—The September output of bitu- 


minous coal and anthracite in the United States was 
51,268,000 tons, compared with 48,729,000 tons in 
August. The production per working day was higher 
both for bituminous and anthracite, the former show- 
ing an increase of nearly 10 per cent. and the latter of 
7 per cent. The production of pig-iron was at the rate 
of 104,543 tons per day against 103,241 tons in August, 
this being the first increase in the daily rate since April. 
There was a net gain of 3 furnaces during September, 
11 having been blown in and 8 shut down, bringing the 
number in operation on Ist October to 216. The out- 
put of steel ingots in September showed a falling off of 
1'8 per cent. The daily rate was 151,180 tons, com- 
pared with 154,022 tons in August, there being 26 
working days in each month. According to the “‘ Coal 
Age,’’ the average spot price of bituminous coal (f.o.t. 
mines) rose from 2 dols. 27 cts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. 
on 4th October to 3 dols. 45 cts. on Ist November. 
Foundry pig-iron No. 2, Philadelphia, which remained 
steady at 21 dols. 76 cts. per English ton during 
September and October, appreciated to 22 dols. 26 cts. 
on Ist November, while Bessemer billets and open- 
hearth sheet bars maintained their respective levels of 
85 dols. and 36 dols. per English ton. Iron bars, 
Philadelphia, and beams, Pittsburg, also showed no 
change in price. 


— 
= 


Notes on Trade. 








PERMEABILITY OF PORTLAND CEMENT 
CONCRETE. 


A Paper* on the Permeability of Portland Cement 
Concrete describes experimental work conducted at 
the Building Research Station of the Department of 
[Industrial Research on the factors affecting the permea- 
bility of concrete with a view to determining their rela- 
tive importance. The subject is considered under three 
heads, namely :—(1) The effect of variations in the con- 
stituent materials, (2) the influence of the method of pre- 
paration, (3) the effect of subsequent treatment. 

The experiments have been conducted, in most cases, 
on slabs two inches thick, and particular attention has 
been paid to the influence of water content, since this 
has been shown to be very large. The various other 
factors arising from changes in the constituent materials 
are each discussed, and, as far as possible, experimental 
evidence is given to indicate the effect of variations on 
them. Such variables »< cement content, fine and coarse 
aggregate content, grading, and additions of finely 
powdered material are each examined. 

In the section dealing with methods of preparation 
the effects of mixing, ramming, trowelling, method of 
casting and surface treatment are examined. Under the 
heading of subsequent treatment the effects of age, curing 
conditions, and test conditions are considered, and an 
analysis is made of the causes of the decrease in permea- 
hility with time. An appendix to the Report deals with 
the effect of using cements other than Portland and 
Portland cement with pozzolanic additions. 


———_ 





BRITISH STANDARD SWITCHGEAR 
EQUIPMENTS. 


The British Engineering Standards Association have 
recently issued a Report on British Standard Switchgear 
Equipments for direct-current circuits for pressures not 
exceeding 660 volts. The publication is divided into the 
following sections:—(1) D.C. feeder equipments for 
single-, two- and three-wire service, employing circuit- 
breakers for overload protection. (2) D.C. feeder 








"** Building Research Technical Paper No. 3. Copies mav be 
nurchased (price Is. 6d. net) direct from H.M. Stationery Office, 
Kingsway, London; W.C. 2, or through any bookseller. 
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equipments for single-, two- and three-wire service, 
employing fuses for overload protection. (3) D.C. 
generator equipments for two- and three-wire service, 
(4) D.C. rotary convertor equipments for two- and 
three-wire service. (5) Paralleling voltmeter equip- 
ments. The publication gives in tabular form full 
details of the standard equipment, together with the 
optional equipment which may be used in certain cases, 
In addition, a diagram is given for every type of circuit 
covered by the specification, showing in symbolic form 
the lay-out of the equipment. There are in all 40 such 
diagrams, covering the ground in a very comprehensive 
manner. These diagrams illustrate strikingly how it is 
possible to combine the British Standard symbols (as 
given in B.E.S8.A. Publication No. 108 and as shown in 
the latest decisions of the International Electro-technica] 
Commission) into a comprehensive diagram. 

Copies of this new publication (No. 194-1926) may be 
obtained from the British Engineering Standards Asso- 
ciation, Publications Department, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W. 1, or from the publishers, Crosby Lock- 
wood and Sons, 7, Stationers’ Hall Court, London, 
E.C. 4, price 1s. 2d., post free. 





NEW SOUTH WALES IMPORTS IN AUGUST. 


The total value of imports into New South Wales 
during August was £6,322,324, as compared with 
£5,472,246 in August, 1925, states the Newcastle 
(N.S.W.) ‘‘ Chamber of Commerce Journal.’’ The 
chief increases included soft goods, except socks and 
stockings and woollen piece-goods. There were substan- 
tial rises in imports of machines and machinery, steel 
plates and sheets, rubber goods, pneumatic tyres and 
printing paper. Chassis for motor cars show a decline 
in value, but this is attributed rather to reduction in 
prices than to any lessened volume. 





CANADIAN WATER POWER AND IRRIGATION 
PROGRESS. 


The Dominion Water Power and Reclamation Service 
of the Department of the Interior of Canada has recently 
issued the Annual Report of its activities for the fiscal 
year ended 3lst March, 1925, and the Report just pub- 
lished (85 pages with eleven plates and four tables) 
describes the various administrative responsibilities of 
this service under three main divisions of activity, 
namely, water power, irrigation and drainage. 

Copies of this Report will be supplied free of charge 
on application to the Natural Resources and Industrial 
Information Branch, Canadian Building, Trafalgar 
Square, London, 8.W. 1, or to the Director of the 
Dominion Water Power and Reclamation Service, 
Ottawa, Canada. 





CANADIAN APPLE SHIPMENTS. 


The High Commissioner for Canada in London has 
been officially advised by cablegram from Ottawa that 
between 4th and 10th November 51,000 barrels, 1,000 
half-barrels and 24,000 boxes of Canadian apples were 
shipped to United Kingdom ports. The exports of 
apples from Canada up to 2nd November this year 
amounted to 155,054 barrels, 3,295 half-barrels and 
403,025 boxes, as compared with 309,120 barrels, also 
9,655 half-barrels, and 254,788 boxes during the same 
period of last year. 





DRILLING FOR COAL OR OIL IN NORTHERN 
ONTARIO, 


The Agent-General in London for the Province of 
Ontario states that the Provincial Government has 
announced that, where desirable, it will give financial 
assistance to responsible people actively engaged in 
diamond-drilling for coal or oil in the northern parts of 
Ontario. Experts consider that the possibilities of find- 
ing oil near the mouth of the Albany river are such as 
to warrant further exploration work by drilling. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The High Commissioner for the Union of South 
Africa in London has been advised by cable from the 
Department of Agriculture, Pretoria, that during the 
week ended 13th November the following quantities of 
South African produce were shipped to United Kingdom 
ports: Wool, scoured, bales, 313; wool, grease, bales, 
13,466; mohair, bales, 490; hides, dry, 841; sheepskins, 
600; goatskins, 200; calfskins, 14; sealskins, casks, 50; 
wattle bark, tons, 845; wattle extract, ibs., 222,442; 
ostrich feathers, cases, 4; eggs, cases, 6,398; bitter aloes, 
cases, 25; tobacco, lbs., 22,410; cotton lint, bales, 67; 
cotton lint, lbs., 8,893 ; cotton seed, lbs., 278,629 ; sugar, 
tons, 2,367; grit, bags, 671; and pines, boxes, 404. 





GOLD COAST COCOA CROP. 


The Director of Agriculture of the Gold Coast Colony 
has reported as follows to the Gold Coast Commercial 
Intelligence Bureau in London on the cocoa crop of 
1926-27 :— 

Eastern Province.—The main season crop did not come 
in so quickly as expected owing to the difficulty expe- 
rienced in drying due to the frequent showers experi- 
enced during October. The cocoa being bought is 
generally fairly well fermented and beans are of a good 
size, but in numerous cases it has not been thoroughly 
dried, merchants having to dry it often after purchase. 

Centiral Province.—The main crop is much earlier than 
usual; shipments indicate this in addition to observa- 
tions in the field. The crop will probably equal that 
shipped last year. 

Western Province.—General prospects are that the 
crop will be slightly larger than last season. Last year’s 
crop passed through Dunkwa was 7,500 tons; this year 
8,000 tons may be expected; there is no indication of 
any increase in any other district. The general quality 
can be expected to be good. 

Ashanti.—The crop has been coming in steadily. 
Prospects are bright, with every indication of a better 
crop than last season. Beans are of fair average size. 
The quality of produce being marketed is moderately 
good and reasonably dry. Buyers are of opinion that 
it is better than last season. 





INDIAN TRADE, WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has 
forwarded the following balance of trade figures for 
India for the month of October:—Imports of mer- 
chandise on private account, 19,97 lakhs of rupees; 
exports, including re-exports of merchandise on private 
account, 23,93 lakhs; net imports of gold, 1,11; net 
imports of silver, 1,89; net imports of currency notes, 
1; total visible balance of trade, +98; net balance on 
remittance of funds, +43. 

Wholesale Prices.—The Indian Commercial Intel- 
ligence Department, Calcutta, announces that the whole- 
sale price index number for September is 146. 

The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Caleutta, reports as follows to the High Commissioner 
for India in London on the season and crops during the 
past week :— 

Rainfall.—Caleutta, 22nd November.—The weather 
generally has been dry. 

Crops.—Assam, 22nd November.—The weather has 
been dry and seasonable. The outturns and prospects 
generally are fair. Bengal, 17th November.—The 
Weather generally has been dry. Crop prospects gener- 
ally are fair. Central Provinces, 15th November.— 
Some light showers have fallen; more rain is needed in 
places. Linseed has been slightly damaged by insects 
in parts, but otherwise is satisfactory. Punjab, 15th 
November.—Light rain has fallen in parts. Cotton has 
been considerably damaged in places by dry winds and 
pests. Bihar and Orissa, 15th November.—Some light 
showers of rain have fallen. The condition of winter 
paddy is fair, but rain is needed in parts. Assam, 15th 
November.—The weather has been dry and seasonable, 
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and prospects generally are fair. Madras, 13th Novem- 
ber.—Rainfall has been moderate to fair in parts. The 
condition of crops generally is fair, but rain is needed 
in places. 

INTERMEDIATE Crop REPORTS. 


Bihar and Orissa.—Sesamum.—The weather has been 
seasonable; the condition is unchanged; the estimated 
outturn is normal. 

North-west Frontier Province.—Cotton.—The condi- 
tion is unchanged ; the estimated yield is 90 per cent. 
of normal. Sugarcane.—There has been no further 
rain; the estimated yield is 90 per cent. of normal. 

Burma.—Cotton.—The stormy weather and floods in 
Upper Burma have damaged cotton in parts. Prospects 
are not very bright, but will probably be better. 





BOXES AND TRUNKS FOR BRITISH MALAYA. 


The humidity of the Malayan climate is responsible for 
a substantial and steady demand for iron and stee] 
trunks, reports the Malay States Information Agency in 
London. These, which should be as air-tight as pos- 
sible, are of two main classes, the black, square trunk, or 
‘‘ uniform-case,’’ and one with rounded edges. The 
majority imported come from England, the total of the 
latter variety in 1925 being 104,100 as compared with 
40,859 in the previous year. Of last year’s imports 
England provided 92,488, and the rest of Europe 2,058, 
while Japan’s and the U.S.’s figures were 8,999 and 268 
respectively. 





LATVIAN FARMERS AND BRITISH 
CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 


According to the “‘ Riga Times ’’ (published by the 
British section of the Association of Latvian Merchants, 
there is an opportunity to display British agricultural 
films for the benefit of local circles in Latvia. Films por- 
traying the development of poultry farming, pig and 
horse breeding in the United Kingdom would meet with 
genuine interest. The films could be demonstrated by 
local farmers’ societies or by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, and would help to make the United Kingdom 
better known among Latvian agriculturists. After a 
time the films could be returned, as was the case recently 
with some French films dealing with dairying and cattle 
and horse breeding in France. 


—— 


LATVIAN MEAT EXPORTS. 


The Latvian Consulate-General in London reports that 
356,349 kilogs. of bacon were exported during October. 
During the first ten months of the current year 2,559,677 
kilogs. of meat were exported, as against 1,078,808 
kilogs. in the corresponding period of 1925. Of this 
quantity 2,511,537 kilogs., as against 618,382 kilogs. in 
the corresponding period of last year, represented bacon. 








POLISH SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The following statistics* concerning the Polish sugar 
industry have been forwarded from the Polish Legation 


in London :— 





October, 1925- October, 1924— 

















cttnscee October, 1926. | October, 1926. 
Metric tons. Metric tons. 

Stocks (1st October) 17,668f 347 
Production... “e 135,351 117,874 
153,019 118,221 

Consumption 20,983 18,763 
Exports... 47,209 38,049 
68,192 56,812 

Stocks (1st November) 84,827 61,409 














* In tons basic white crystals. 
+ Revised figure. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


ALL-CEYLON MOTOR AND GENERAL 
ENGINEERING EXHIBITION. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the All-Ceylon Motor and General Engineering Exhibi- 
tion at Colombo is to be held from 6th to 16th January 
next. 

Participation in the Exhibition, which is being held 
under the auspices of the Automobile Club of Ceylon, 
and with the active co-operation of the Ceylon Motor 
Traders’ Association, is confined to manufacturers and 
dealers who are themselves established in Ceylon, or 
who do business through accredited agents there. The 
following goods will be shown at the Exhibition :—Pas- 
senger vehicles of every description, commercial vehicles 
of all types, motor equipment and accessories, tyres and 
lubricants, motor cycles and pedal cycles, steel office 
equipment, wireless apparatus, pumping and workshop 
machinery, steel building construction, tea and rubber 
machinery. 








PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL FAIR. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the next International Spring Fair at Prague will be 
held from 20th to 27th March. 

Copies of the form of application, together with rules 
and regulations, are, obtainable from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


PARIS FAIR. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 
23rd September (page 330), the Department of Overseas 
Trade is informed that the Paris Fair will be held from 
14th to 29th May next. 

It is stated that the Exhibition Park at the Porte de 
Versailles is to be altered and enlarged. A new 
Machinery Hall will increase the tota] area from 16,000 
to 20,000 square metres, while the timber halls in the 
centre of the Park will be replaced by halls in metal, 
which will have an area of 14,000 metres under cover. 





out, 


PERMANENT CERAMIC EXHIBITION AT 
PUEBLA. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Government of the State of Puebla, Mexico, has 
established a permanent exhibition of the ceramic 
industry at Santa Rosa. 

British firms interested in this project should com- 
municate with the Mexican Commercial Attaché, Bush 


House, Aldwych, London, W.C. 2. 








FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


BRitTish INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
White City, London, and Castle Bromwich Aerodrome, 
Birmingham, February 2lst to March 4th, 1927. 

Lonpon. Brushware; Chemicals and Drugs; Fancy Goods, 
Travelling Requisites, Leather, etc. ; Foodstuffs, Bever- 
ages and ‘Tobacco, etc.; Furniture and Basketware; 
Jewellery, Silverware, Cutlery, etc.; Musical Instru- 
ments, etc.; China, Earthenware and Stoneware; €lass 
and Glassware; Scientific, Photographic; Wireless 
Apparatus; Sports Goods, Toys, etc.; Stationery; 
Printing, Office Appliances, etc. ; Textiles and Clothing ; 
General and Sales Services Section; Empire Section. 
Apply to Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 

BIRMINGHAM.  Brassware, Hardware and _ Ironmongery; 
Metals ; Construction, Building and Decoration ; Power, 
Lighting, Heating, Cooking and Ventilating ; Engineer- 
ing; Agriculture; Mining; Motors, Motor Cycles, Cycle 
Accessories and Perambulators; Guns, Saddlery 
and Harness; Brewing, Distilling and Catering; Ser- 
vices Section. Apply to General Manager, British In- 
— Fair, Birmingham, 95, New Street, Birming. 

am. 
NATIONAL Coat Propucrs, CHEMICAL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBI- 

TION— 

Manchester, November 16th to 27th. Apply to Pro- 
vincial Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 





NS 
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**NortH MarL’’ Berrer HovusInGc AND HOUSEKEEPING EXHIBI- 


TION— 

Newcastle, November 16th to 27th. Apply to Provin- 
cial Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

THe MerpicaLt EXHIBITION IN LIVERPOOL— 
Philharmonic Hall, Liverpool, November 22nd-26th. 
Organised by the British and Colonial Druggist, Ltd., 
194-200, Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 

CaRDIFF ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 
Drill Hall, Dumfries Place, November 24th-December 


4th. Apply to Martin Price, Esq., Secretary, South 


Wales Institute of Engineers, Institute Buildings, Park 
Place, Cardiff. 

NEWCASTLE GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES EXHIBITION— 
January 11th-20th, 1927. Apply to Provincial Exnibi- 
tions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

MANCHESTER SHOE AND LEATHER EXHIBITION— 

January 24th-28th. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, 
Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

Foop, CooKERY AND Domestic TrapEs EXHIBITION— 
Bradford, January 27th-February 5th. Apply to British 
“Trades ’”’ Exhibitions, 23, Piccadilly, Bradford. 

“WESTERN MarL’’ Berrer Housing AND HOUSEKEEPING 

EXHIBITION— 
Cardiff, February. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, 
Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

** BIRMINGHAM GAZETTE ’”’ BRIGHTER Homes EXHIBITION— 
Birmingham, February 8th-19th. Apply to Provincial 
Exhibitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

ABERDEEN GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES EXHIBITION— 

February 9th-19th. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, 
Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

MANCHESTER GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES EXHIBITION— 
March Ist-10th. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, 
Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 





OVERSEAS. 


OsORNO (CHILE) AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK EXHIBITION— 
November 26th-28th. Organised by the Sociedad Agri- 
cola y Ganadera de Osorno. 

Hanor (FRencH INpDOo-CuHInA) ANNUAL Farr (8TH)— 

November 28th-December 12th. 

Paris AERONAUTICAL EXHIBITION— 

Grand Palais, December 3rd-19th. 

BRUSSELS AUTOMOBILE SHOW (20TH)— 

December 4th-15th. (See ‘“ Journal’’ of July 29th, 
page 123.) 

Paris AGRICULTURAL MACHINE SHOW— 

January, 1927. (See the ‘“‘ Journal”? of August 12th 


page 171.) 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER, ETC., EXHIBITION— 
Paris, January 21st-February 6th. Apply to the 


Director-General, H. Greville Montgomery, Esq., 43, 
Kssex Street, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

MILAN INTERNATIONAL LEATHER EXHIBITION (SRD)— 
January 22nd-29th. Apply to Settimana Italiana delta 
Industrie, del cuoio, Via Principe Umberto 32, Milan. 

AMSTERDAM FURNITURE AND House DECORATION EXHIBITION— 
February 4th-14th. Apply to ‘‘ Wimba’’ Menbelbeurs, 
Keizersgracht 324, Amsterdam. 

EGypTIAN INTERNATIONAL Motor SHow (1st)— 
Cairo, February 15th-March 15th. 

BRUSSELS ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION 

(147TnH)— 

Palais de Cinquantenaire, February 19th-27th. Apply 
to Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 

GENEVA INTERNATIONAL Motor SHOW— 
March 4th-13th. 

ForRE COMMERCIALES DE L’Ourst— 
Nantes, April 7th-18th. Apply to the Administration, 
Foires Commerciales de l’Ouest, 1, Rue Haudaudine, 
Nantes. 

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Farr— 
April 11th-25th. Apply to Fair Administration, 19, 
Grand’ Place, Brussels. 

Paris FarR— 
May 14th-29th. 

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPHY AND TELEPHONY CONGRESS AND EX- 

HIBITION— 

Como, May-October. Apply to Italian Ministry ot 
Communications (Institute Superiore P.T.T.), Viale de 
Re 131, Rome. 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF DECORATIVE ART— 
Monza, May-October. 

WoruLp’s Pouttry Coneress (3rp)— 
Ottawa, Summer. 

Bupa-Prst IRON AND STEEL EXHIBITION— 
August-September. Apply to Mr. Eugene Szocs: (Szocs 
Jeno), Aranka-Utca 7, Buda-Pest II. 





[Note.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those or 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1.] 
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BRITISH INDIA. 





IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 1925-26. 

The figures given below show the value of the principal 
imports into and exports from British India during each of 
the thirteen months ended 30th September, 1926. They 
have been taken from statistics compiled by the Indian 
Government Department of Commerce and Industry and 
supplied through the Indian Trade Commissioner in 


London :— 





IMPORTS. 
Machinery 
Month. _ Cotton and Sugar. Ir —_ and 
Piace-goods. | win Work. Steel. 














1925. Rs. (lakhs). | Rs. (lakhs). | Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs.) 
9 














September. 4,24 1,21 2,03 1,20 
October..... 4,20 1,40 1,78 1,36 
November.. 3,93 1,37 98 1,63 
December .. 3,37 i,21 1,15 1,36 
1926. 
January ... 5,82 1,45 1,18 2,12 
February... 4,12 1,10 1,14 1,78 
March ...... | 5,71 1,32 1,64 2,24 
April ...... | 4,83 1,27 1,52 1,98 
MAY .ccccccce 4,97 1,18 88 1,84 
SURO ccccee 4,10 86 46 1,24 
PE ccocoesee 5,28 1,27 2,60 1,24 
August...... 5,28 1,16 2,20 1,16 
September. 4,79 90 1,90 1,04 








Exports (EXCLUDING RE-ExPpoRTs). 























| 
Grain, 
Month. | Raw | Pulse andl Jute Seeds. Tea. 
Cotton. * any Goods. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. 
1925. (lakhs). | (lakhs). | (lakhs). | (lakhs) (lakhs), © 
September .. 3,35 3,13 4,93 1,64 3,07 
October...... 1B > - 2,44 5,66 2,20 3,19 
November... 2,84 2,27 5,10 2,26 4,14 
December... 6,77 2,01 5,78 1,73 3,35 
1926. 
January ...| 10,93 2,71 4,19 2,79 2,39 
February ...| 12,72 4,16 5,30 2,08 1,30 
March ...... 11,03 8,21 4,59 2,77 70 
MEE ecnseces 7,80 5,17 4,44 1,66 36 
EN” wandiemeas 5.85 5,36 4,18 1,92 72 
RN ideausnied 5.52 3,46 4,46 1,79 1,49 
aaa 4.61 3,20 4,06 1,49 2,91 
August....... 3.98 2,72 | 6,15 1,25 4,08 
September .. 1,90 2,31 4,89 1,03 4,66 











* Includes re-exports. 


nd 


FOREIGN TRADE IN SEPTEMBER. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded the 
following Press note, issued by the Department of Com- 
mercial Intelligence and Statistics, relating to India’s foreign 
and seaborne trade during September :— 

The trade returns of British India for the month of Sep- 
tember, as compared with August, showed decreases 
in the values of imports and exports, with a slight increase 
in the value of re-exports. Imports of private merchandise 
totalled Ks.18,94 lakhs, marking a decrease of Ks.80 lakhs 
as compared with the preceding month. The value of 
exports of Indian produce and manufactures also fell from 
Rs.25,59 lakhs in August to Rs.22,83 lakhs in September, 
but re-exports rose Rs.6 lakhs to Rs.60 lakhs. The com- 
parison of the trade figures for September and the six 
months ended with that month with those for the preceding 
month and corresponding periods of the preceding year 


is as follows :— 
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| Increase (+) or de- 











‘September,’ August, crease ( — )in September, 
eT "1688. | 1926. | 1926, as compared with 
| August, 1926. 
Rs. (lakhs)./Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs.) Per cent. 
Imports +} 18,94 | 19,74 | — 80 | — 41 
Exports .-| 22,83 | 2559 | — 2376 | — 108 
Re-exports... 60 54 | +} 6 + 111 
. on . | Increase (+) or de- 
- eptember, September, crease (— ) in September, 
remnant. 1926. 1925. | 1926, compared with 
September, 1925. 
Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs).|Rs. (lakhs.)) Per cent. 
Imports 18,94 | 18,54 + 40 + 292 
Exports 22,83 | 26,97 — 4,14 — 154 
Re-exports 60 | 92 — 32 — 348 




















Six months, April- Increase (+) or de- 
Movement. a aaarcscclh J. pods 
compared with 

1926. | 1925. | 1925. 
Rs. (lakhs).]Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs).}| Per cent. 
Imports oe | 115,62 108,81 + 6,81 + 63 
Exports — 146,56 180,09 — 33,53 — 18°6 
Re-exports... 3,60 5,84 — 2,24 — 384 














Treasure On private account, including currency notes, 
showed a net import of Ks.189 lakhs in September, as against 
Rs.212 lakhs in the preceding month and Ks.462 lakhs in 
September, 1925. The import and export figures of gold 
and silver during the six monfhs, April-September, 1926, 
compare as follows with the corresponding period of last 
year :— 








Six months, April- Increase (+) or de- 
neni September. crease (—)in 1926, 
compared with 
1926. 1925. 1925. 
Rs. (lakhs)j.|Rs. (lakhs).| Rs. (lakhs). | Per cent. 
Gold imported 11,10 16,17 — 507 — $l 
Gold exported 6 17 — Ill — 65 
Silver imported 8,70 9,31 — 61 — 7 
Silver exported 92 1,12 — 20 — 18 

















Measured by the statistics of merchandise and treasure, 
the total visible balance of trade during September was 
Ks.2,76 lakhs in favour of India, as compared with Rs.4,39 
lakhs in August, 1926, and Ks.4,92 lakhs in September, 1925, 
During the six months ended September, 1926, the visible 
balance of trade in merchandise and treasure was Ks.16,29 
lakhs in favour of India, as compared with Rs.53,80 lakhs 
in the corresponding period of the previous year. The 
balance of remittances of funds in September was minus 
Rts.4 lakhs, and in the six months ended September minus 
iis.40 lakhs. 

CHANGES IN IMPORTS AND Exports. 


As compared with September, 1925, imports of food, drink 
and tobacco fell by Ks.18 lakhs to Ks.3,30 lakhs, and raw 
materials by Ks.39 lakhs to Ks.1,43 lakhs, while manufac- 
tured articles rose Ks.90 lakhs to Rs.13,86 lakhs. Under 
food, drink and tobacco, imports of sugar 16 D.S. and above, 
including beet sugar, decreased by 11,000 tons in quantity 
and in value by Ks.11 Jakhs to Rs.1,83 lakhs. Under raw 
inaterials imports of kerosene oil declined by 3 million 
gallons in quantity and by Ks.17 lakhs in value, while raw 
cotton recorded an increase of 160 tons in quantity with a 
decrease of Ks.18 lakhs in value. Of manufactured articles 
imports of cotton piece-goods showed an increase of 32 
million yards in quantity and of Ks.55 lakhs in value. Grey, 
white and coloured goods rose respectively by 18, 9 and 6 
million yards in quantity and by Rs.27, 16 and 14 lakhs in 
value. Advances were also noticeable under piece-goods of 
cotton and artificial silk (+Rs.20 lakhs), and railway plant 
and rolling stock (+Rs.10 lakhs), while there were declines 
under machinery and millwork (—Ks.33 lakhs) and iron 
and steel (—KRs.16 lakhs). 

As regards exports of Indian merchandise, food, drink 
and tobacco, as compared with September, 1925, rose 
Rs.63 lakhs to Rs.7,29 lakhs, owing to an increase of Rs.1,59 
lakhs in the shipments of tea, which was partly set off by 
a decrease in exports of rice (—Rs.42 lakhs) and wheat 
(—Rs.32 lakhs). Raw materials and produce exported fell 
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by Ks.4,64 lakhs to Rs.7,70 lakhs. Under this group exports 
of raw cotton declined by Rs.1,31 lakhs, raw jute by Rs.2,08 
lakhs, oilseeds by Rs.61 lakhs, chiefly linseed (—Rs.18 lakhs), 
cotton seed (—Rs.15 lakhs), and sesamum (—Rs.10 lakhs), 
and raw wool by Rs.32 lakhs. Of the total shipments of 
18,700 tons of raw cotton in September, 1926, Italy took 
5,000 tons, or 27 per cent.; Japan 4,800 tons, or 26 per cent. ; 
Germany 2,700, and Belgium 2,200 tons, while the remainder 
went mainly to France and China. Exports of raw jute 
decreased in quantity from 83,000 tons to 60,000 tons and 
in value from Rs.4,25 lakhs to Rs.2,17 lakhs. Manufactured 
goods also fell by Rs.17 lakhs to Rs.7,65 lakhs. Shipments 
of gunny bags in September decreased in number from 40 
millions to 39 millions and in value by Rs.46 lakhs to Rs.2,20 
lakhs. The yardage of gunny cloth exported increased from 
106 millions to 138 millions and the value by Rs.42 lakhs to 
Rs.267 lakhs. 
TRADE WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES: SHIPPING. 

The share of the United Kingdom in imports fell from 48 
per cent. in September, 1925, to 46 per cent. in the month 
under review, while her share in exports rose from 27 per 
cent, to 29 per cent. The shares of Germany, Japan and 
the United States in September, 1926, were 8, 6 and 6 per 
cent. respectively under imports, and 6, 4 and 10 per cent. 
respectively under exports. 

The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargo from and to foreign countries 
and British possessions during the month amounted respec- 
tively to 496,000 and 591,000 as against 572,000 and 611,000 
in August, 1926, and 583,000 and 615,000 in September, 
1925. During the six months ended September, 1926, the 
tonnage of vessels entered and cleared with cargo amounted 
respectively to 3,287,000 and 3,871,000 as compared with 
3,363,000 and 4,029,000 in the corresponding period of last 
vear. 





CANADA. 





COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner. ) 
TORONTO. 

Taking a broad view of recent commercial conditions the 
improvement previously noted has been well maintained. 
The grain crops of the Prairie Provinces, as well as those of 
Ontario and Quebec, suffered somewhat in quality by reason 
of unpropilious weather, protracted rains having impeded 
harvesting and threshing with resultant lower grades, yet 
it seems certain that the total yield of wheat will approxi- 
mate that of last year, and be marketable at a profitable 
price. The untoward weather conditions delayed market- 
ing of the crops, slightly reducing gross railway earnings in 
the first half of October from the corresponding period of 
last year, but this loss may fairly be expected to be overcome 
as the months pess. On 16th October the visible supply of 
wheat in Canada was 34,764,000 bushels, or only 88,000 
bushels less than at the same time in 1925. The congestion 
of grain at the port of Montreal unfortunately persists, 
owing mainly to shortage of ocean tonnage through diver- 
sion of tramp vessels to coal carrying from United States 
ports, and the pressure for tonnage has been reflected in a 
substantial increase in rates. 

All departments of iron and steel plants are operating at 
capacity. Farm implement manufacturers continue to pro- 
duce on the high schedule of previous months, and reports 
indicate capacity production throughout the winter. Rail- 
way equipment firms are all operating full time, and the 
volume of orders on hand would indicate full schedules 
throughout the autumn months. Automobile manufac- 
turers and makers of automobile parts have had a busy 
year to date, but will reduce their schedules shortly, as at 
this time domestic orders fall off; the foreign demand is 
reported as excellent. 

Textile mills show a seasonal improvement, but have not 
yet returned to the capacity basis of last spring. Manu- 
facturers of coats, suits, dresses and men’s furnishings 
report better business than for some years past, the volume 
of forward orders being in marked excess of last year. The 
boot and shoe industries show a decided improvement over 
September. 

Newsprint production continues on a capacity basis, but 
a slight reduction may be expected for the last quarter 
owing to the enforcement of a law recently passed in Quebec 
prohibiting Sunday production. 

The annual autumn fairs throughout the Provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec and the preparations for the next 
school year have done much to stimulate retail business in 
the cities and towns. Wholesalers report a satisfactory 
volume of orders for a wide range of seasonal commodities, 
and indications are for a further improvement with the 
marketing of the crops. Strong competition, however, is 
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reported in practically all branches of trade, and the mar- 
gin of profit is narrow, especially in the grocery lines, where 
the rivalry of the chain stores is an important factor. Col- 
lections are reported to be quite satisfactory, and continue 
to show a marked improvement over last year. 


Prices: EMPLOYMENT. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number, 
weighted according to the commercial importance of the 
236 commodities which are included in its computation, 
declined 1:4 points in October, being 151°1 as compared 
with 152°5 in September, 33 price quotations having risen 
and 46 fallen, while 157 were unchanged. 

Employment at the beginning of October showed a further 
moderate improvement, 2,231 workers being added to the 
staffs of the 5,918 reporting employers, whose pay rolis 
totalled 865,013 persons. Although this gain is somewhat 
less extensive than that noted on the corresponding date of 
last year, employment continued to be in decidedly greater 
volume than in any other month since 1920. Manufactur- 
ing, construction and services showed curtailment, but in- 
creases were recorded in logging, mining, transportation 
and trade; in the last-named the gains were the largest 
indicated on Ist October of any year of the record. 


TRANSPORT AND FREIGHT. 


The railways continued to show substantial improvement 
in both gross and net operating revenues over previous 
years. Gross revenues for August were greater than for 
that month last year by 2,769,898 dollars, or 7°2 per cent., 
and were also larger than in any previous August, whil 
net revenues increased by 780,764 dols. over the figure tod 
1925, despite increases in maintenance and other operating 
expenses. 

Freight traffic has been heavy since the year opened, and 
particularly so during June, July and August, though 
passenger business has shown only little improvement. 
Passenger miles made a better showing, however, and 
passenger revenues were 1,825,566 dols. above last year’s 
although less than for the first eight months of 1924 and 
1923, but passenger revenues for August did not show as 
large a seasonal increase over July as in previous years. 
Freight train revenues marked an increase of 16 cents per 
train mile, and the gross tonnage an increase of 67°5 tons. 
Revenue tons were greater by only 1°9 tons per train mile, 
but average receipts per ton mile were higher by °032 cts. 
This was the result of increases in merchandise and other 
high class freight, as shown by the Weekly Car Loading 
Reports. Passenger train revenues showed a decrease in 
earnings of 12 cts. per mile for a decrease of 10 passengers 
per train mile. For the eight months gross revenues were 
greater than in 1925 by 32,341,837 dols., and net operating 
revenues were higher by 20,021,409 dols. 

Sault Ste. Marie Canals.—The grain traffic for September, 
both wheat and coarse grains, was considerably lighter than 
a year earlier, but iron ore tonnage was heavier by 2,506,508 
tons. Coal traffic was also larger, and the total traffic 
showed an increase of 1,887,505 tons. 

Welland Canal —Total traffic was lighter than last year 
by 50,687 tons, principally on account of a light movement 
of coarse grains, barley falling off by 74,919 tons, corn by 
9,147 tons, oats by 52,840 tons, and rye by 10,056 tons. 
Wheat was heavier by 75,163 tons, or 2,505,400 bushels; 
coal traffic showed decreases, but pulpwood was heavier by 
27,071 tons. 

St. Lawrence Canals.—The big increase in September of 
108,985 tons of wheat shipments, and increases of 13,336 
tons of oil, 10,713 tons of merchandise, 27,779 tons of pulp- 
wood, 13,855 tons of anthracite coal, and 24,810 tons of 
sand, more than offset the decreases in barley, corn, oats, 
rye, bituminous coal and ores, making the total traffic 
heevier than in September, 1925, by 49,282 tons. The 
total traffic from the opening of navigation to 30th Septem- 
ber was 4,445,526 tons. This was only 47,986 below last 
year’s, despite the later opening of navigation in 1926. 


BuILDING CONSTRUCTION: 


The value of building permits issued by 63 cities during 
September shows a seasonal reduction of v1 per cent., as 
compared with August, but in the more significant compar'- 
son with September of last year there was an increase of 
8-8 per cent. The total for the month under review was 
11.036.359 dols., while in the preceding month building 
valued at 11,874,552 dols. was authorised, and in the corre- 
sponding month of 1925 10,140,853 dols. Some 50 cities 
furnished detailed statements showing that they had issued 
over 1,200 permits for dwellings estimated to cost nearly 
5,400,000 dols., and more than 2,900 permits for other 
buildings valued at approximately 5,600,000 dols. During 
August permits were issued for nearly 1,250 dwellings and 
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over 2,500 other buildings, estimated to cost 5,000,000 dols. 
and 6,500,000 dols. respectively. 


AUTOMOBILES. 


September production in Canada of 16,953 automobiles 
marked an increase of 11 per cent. over the 15,261 pro- 
duced in August, and an advance of 32 per cent. over the 
total of 12,804 reported for September, 1925. Although the 
output of passenger cars declined in number to 12,150 from 
12,448 in the previous month, this loss was more than off- 
set by an increased production of trucks and chassis. The 
number of trucks made in September was 3,250, as com- 
pared with 2,079 in August, and chassis numbered 1,535 as 
against 725. Comparison of the month’s output with the 
production in September, 1925, showed 4,874 open passen- 
ger cars, aS against 4,886; the oulput of closed models rose 
to 7,276 from 5,988; trucks also advanced to 3,250 from 2,254, 
but the production of chassis fell off slightly to 1,535 from 
1,664 in September a year ago. The month’s output had a 
total sales value, f.o.b. plant, of 10,903,447 dols., as against 
9,164,258 dols, in September, 1925. For the first nine 
months of the year the production was 172,300 cars, trucks 
and chassis, valued at 105,560,838 dols., f.o.b. plant, an 
increase of 35 per cent. in number and 27 per cent. in sell- 
ing value over the output of 127,454 units valued at 
83,137,288 dols. during the corresponding period of last year. 

During the month under review Canadian production 
totalled 16,953 cars; imports into Canada amounted to 2,258, 
making an available supply of 19,211 cars, but as 6,501 were 
exported, the apparent consumption during September 
amounted to 12,710. For the year to date the apparent 
consumption totalled 144,695 units, as against 89,257 units 
in the corresponding period of 1925. 

PULP AND PAPER. 

The monthly report issued by the Canadian Pulp and 
Paper Association shows that exports of pulp and paper in 
September were valued at 15,219,210 dols., an increase of 
1,268,389 dols. over the total for the previous month.  Ex- 
ports of wood pulp in September were valued at 5,133,406 
dols., as compared with 3,614,875 dols. in August, and 
exports of paper at 10,085,804 dols., against 10,335,948 dols. 

The value of pulp and paper exports during the first nine 
months of the year amounted to 127,090,721 dols., an in- 
crease Of 15,570,856 dois., or 14 per cent. over the corre- 
sponding period of 1925. Exports of wood-pulp in this 
period were valued at 38,371,467 dols., and exports of paper 
at 88,719,254 dols., as compared with 34,181,917 dols. and 
77,337,948 dols. respectively in January-September, 1925. 
Details for the first nine months of 1926 are as 


follows :— 














Particulars. eee” seme Particulars. ee,” ember 
Valne, | Value . 

Tons. Tons. . 

Pulp: Dols. Paner: | Dols. 
Mechanical .--| 275,887 8,343,600 Newsprint .../1,262.340 (88,192,275 
Sulph'te— Wrapping... 14,284 | 1,768,084 
Bleached ---| 150,024 11.722,482 Book cwts 41,852 | 860,951 
Unbleached | 186,406 10,585.65 Writing cwts. 15,561 | 115.8938 
Sulphate «s+ 121,039 | 7,719,755 All other A — | 3,282,051 
732,856 88,871.667) — 88,719,254 





Pulpwood experts have been smaller this year than in 
1925, the total for the nine months being 1,112,764 cords, 
valued at 11,064,662 dols., as compared with 1,185,495 cords 
valued at 11,775,969 dols. in the corresponding period of 
1925. 

NotE.—A report on the mining, coke and iron and steel 
industries of Canada during September and the first nine 
months of the year will be found on page 564. 





DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE, 1925-26. 


Imports into and exports from Canada during the twelve 
months ended 30th September last totalled 983,786,652 
dollars and 1,306,907,411 dols. as compared with 852,549,241 
dols. and 1,158,290,739 dols. respectively in the previous 
twelve months, states the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
Ottawa. 

The British Empire’s share of the trade was—imports 
210,816,481 dols. and exports 582,842,397 dols., as against 
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200,583,760 dols. and 511,288,965 dols. respectively in the 
twelve months ended 30th September, 1925. 

The following table shows the value of the shares of the 
chief trading countries during the year under review :— 





Country. Imports. Country. Exports. 





Dols. Dols. 

United States .| 652,974,113} United Kingdom .|487,360,527 
United Kingdom...|163,318,142] United States .|468, 893,685 
Australia ... ...| 4,285,758] Australia... woo) 17,213,381 
British East Indies| 15,524,623] British West Indies} 13,871,441 
British West Indies! 13,575,207| Newfoundland 11,540,024 








Argentina... 4,871,831} New Zealand” 16,112,633 
Belgium ‘i 8,224,996] Argentina 13,791,954 
China enti ail 4,032,289] Belgium 24 591,658 
Cuba Ben poe 7,952,438] China 24 .524,002 
France 21,299,451} France 14,498,312 
Germany ... 13,205,789] Germany... 28,513,893 
Japan yaa 10,441,763) Italy one 16,763,856 
Netherlands 7,799,075| Japan 39,572,102 
Switzerland ...| $,634,935| Netherlands 25,705,191 








———s 








EUROPE. 


ESTONIA. 





FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 

The Estonian Legation in London reports that during the 
first nine months of the current year the value of exports 
exceeded that of imports by 355 million Estonian marks, 
imports amounting to 6,887 million E.mks., and exports 
7,242 million E.mks. 

In the first three quarters of 1924 and 1925 the value of 
imports exceeded that of exports by 818°4 million E.mks. 
and 254°1 million E.mks. respectively, but during the cur- 
rent year, however, there was a _ substantial surplus of 
exports totalling 355 million E.mks., and it is therefore con- 
fidently anticipated that the trade balance for the whole of 
1926 will be an active one. While imports in the present 
year, although greater in bulk, showed a small decline in 
value, exports further expanded both in bulk and in value, 
chiefly on account of the rapid growth of productivity in 
dairy farming. The values of the main items of imports in 
the period under review were: Foodstuffs (cereals), etc., 
1,410°4 million E.mks.; other foodstuffs, spirits, etc., 827°9; 
cotton, 811°6; textiles, 649°8; machinery and means of trans- 
port, 501°5; and oils, fats and products, 383°7 million E.mks. 

Among the suppliers of imports, Germany holds the first 
place with 2,077 million E.mks. (380°1 per cent. of the total 
imports); next in order come the United Kingdom, 8513 
million E.mks. (12°3 per cent.); Poland, 771°3 million E.mks. 
(11°3 per cent.); the United States, 765°8 million K.mks. 
(11:1 per cent.); The Soviet Union, 367°3 million E.mks. 
(5°3 per cent.); and Sweden, 308°3 million E.mks. (4°5 per 
cent.). 

Export TRADE. 

The principal exports during the first nine months of 1926 
were :—Dairy produce (butter, bacon, eggs), 2,101°3 million 
E.mks.; timber and wood manufactures, 1,336°5; flax and 
other fibrous products, 1,076°7; textiles, 1,065°6; paper and 
printed matter, 742°5; and leather, leather goods, and other 
animal products, 356°8 million E.mks. 

The main recipients of the exports included the United 
Kingdom, 2,191°9 million E.mks. (30°3 per cent. of the total 
exports); Germany, 1,528 million E.mks. (21:1 per cent.); the 
Soviet Union, 1,018°3 million E.mks. (14 per cent.); France, 
452 million E.mks, (6°2 per cent.); Belgium, 426°4 million 
.mks. (5°8 per cent.); and Latvia, 411°5 million E.mks. (5°7 
per cent.). 





FINLAND. 





FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 


(From the British Consul.) 
HELSINGFORS. 
The Finnish Board of Customs have recently issued 
returns which show that imports during the first nine 
months of the current year smounted in value to 
3,930,884,386 Finnish marks, as compared with 3,745,614,716 
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of imports and exports during June and the six m 
F.mks. in the corresponding period of 1925, while exports, sadled’ 0th “ane ne al 5 sane ese 
ie . ast. compa! 
excluding re-exports, amounted to 3,887,671,445 F.mks. — large. ¢ 
and 4,129,737,517 F.mks. respectively. Imports thus ex- Imports. Exports. that m 
ceeded exports by 43,212,941 I’.mks. or 1:11 per cent., while Commodity. Bai chase ¢ 
the balance of trade in the corresponding period of the _ Po, — ait ne of woor 
. : - : pats . . _ . » J une. otal 
previous year was in Finland’s favour by 384,122,801 F.mks. “ low cos 
or 10°25 per cent. The figures relating to the principal | on . on Cine i 
items in the import and export trades during the period Animals and animal food wes - _ Saeellie 
under review and the corresponding three quarters of 1924 le nett | AR) Sele | private 
are shown in the following tables :— goods .. = +: 37,239 332,879 29,404 125,582 Council 
Other animal products 3,735 31,632 3, 906 21,625 That i 
Import TRADE. Cereals, flour and agri- That 1 
cultural produce | 418,615 3,179,640 267,164 2,531,392 shown 
Colonial produce and the Un 
. ~— general grocery sa 187,275 1,245,131 6,214 71,193 ies 
C: ditv | 1926. 1925. Spirits, beverages and Canada 
ommodity. Jan.—Sept. Jan.—Sept. - a - --| 273,025 | 1,861,319 86,496 444,394 alone i 
Paper and printed 
matter . ee] 85,085 | 512,932 4,766 32,738 total of 
Wood and coal. . +s 213,910 | 1,849,537 1,925 10,855 trucks 
’ enware 
' F. marks. F. marks. glassware... ..| 108,284 | 779,313 1,196 4,957 and tw 
Grain and flour .. 460,064,509 | 649,724,652 Dyestuiis, tanstuffs and In th 
Other food products 201,941,774 | 138,827,012 colours -  s-| 82,568 | 199,140 1,011 11,699 British 
Colonial goods ..| 315,387,764 503,891,859 oe ge oe | in Chin 
Fodder and seeds... ih wo 213,497,684 187,706,600 a we - 262,004 1,418,056 8,806 77,131 parative 
Raw materials for spinning .| 218,920,768 | 216,447,542 arns and textiles = ../ 841,276 | 6,463,996 | 2,028,869 | 18,458, 763 encouré 
iaitaam 7 - | 113,490,092 70,832,584 Metals and metalware.. 544,632 4,366,581 | 35,873 285,576 
Oils, fats, waxes and their pro- ; 
ducts... _ ad _..| 205,766,699 | 209,680,529 Imports of tobacco in June amounted to £E.160,352, while UR, 
Other raw materials uh ...| 163,777,984 125,529,985 for the first six months of this year the total was £E.800,349. 
Metals and manufactures ...| 421,009,837 342,552,292 kxports of cigarettes during these two periods amounted to 
Minerals and manufactured pro- £E.39,607 and £E.171,105 respectively. COMM 
ducts... ... wees wee | -:151,299,795 | 135,735,207 | ™ 
Asphalt, tars, resin, rubber, etc,} 113,070,870 80,577,195 DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. by 7 
Cloth ie a on ...| 284,625,086 234,659,434 The leading contributors of imvorts i ; preaicul 
i | a ; - p gs ¢ i ports in the first half of sa 
Various textile products on 162,202,090 132,082,584 the current year were the United Kingdom £E.5,977,553 ad 
Skins, furs, leather, etc: ... ..-| 158,525,901 159,038,176 British India (including Aden LE.953 459 A Ms lia the Nat 
Machinery and utensils ... ...| 265,516,685 | 175,773,865 ag ge le geal eee Png omg Site haga agen ape, output, 
Ciiielen "| 944'391 833 191 869 881 £.1,137,454, Austria £.329,398, Belgium £E.1,029,156, venogts 
| ageeas eter Chile £1.513,247, Czechoslovakia ££.675,631, France “mo 
; ris = —eamamon -E.2,939,449, Germany £E.1!,699,878, Greece £E.437,661, Buildin: 
Export TRADE. Italy £b. 2,116,368, Japan £E.407,076, Roumania £E.907,739, large - 
: ; Syria £1£.346,442, Turkey £1.566,886, and the United States 
ae peas 3 returns 
| £E.1,021,740. st eed 
lity | 1926. _ :1925. As regards exports the chief recipients in the six months cae 
Commodity. lg Sent Jen —~Sent > . ‘ 
| van.—sept. enedibats sh ended 30th June Jast included the United Kingdom 
a ee ie , £15.10,027,774, British India (including Aden) £E.178,023, The f 
Belgium £K.126,311, Czechoslovakia £E.296,824, France again Pp 
F. marks. F. marks. £E.2,609,050, Germany £1.878,662, Holland £E.168,382, Italy saieadl ¢ 
Butter |... ‘i ast iad 351,084,038 $75,478,323 £15.1,443,715, Japan £E.1,019,690, Palestine £E.193,718, iene “ty 
Cheese ~ ... 9... vee vee] = 35,638,311 71,042,580 Poland £E.124,219, Spain £E.522,346, Switzerland ce 
Fish, fresh, salted and pickled ees 15,654,150 17,736,744 £LE.650 961 Svria LE 128 749 and the 4 United States though 
Other food products roe ves 41,075,614 57,206,101 E83 32] 738 . eave ae : to expal 
Raw and manufactured materials 45,920,061 59,237,661 i i alain petition 
Timber... ied ‘sed ...| 2,104,527,301 | 2,222,124,070 and the 
Paper, cellulose pulp and card- expansic 
board see on — owe 1,158,561,138 1,137,257,969 ASIA. importa 
Manufactured articles 135,210,832 189,654,069 tion tha 
Re-exports 13,279,126 15,921,175 CHINA. ally inje 
v ai With 
y ’ ‘ and con 
en of Gann IMPORTS OF MOTOR VEHICLES. ith 
™ ow Pte na . There has been a gratifying and steady increase in the ower oO 
nme principal ‘Cpemiries _of er of imports Pion number of British motor cars imported into China of recent stare 
Germany . 1,383,555,411 F.mks., the _ United States years, states the Acting British Commercial Secretary ai physical 
534,569,105, the United Kingdom 533,721,623, Sweden Shanghai in his Report on the Commercial, Industrial and smaller 
283,172,390, Holland 233,867,689, Denmark 233,330,220, Economic Situation in China (H.M. Stationery Office, price of the cc 
France 158,117,558, and Belgium 124,899,284 F’.mks. 2s. net, 2s. ld. post free). Unfortunately, this increase is thing m 
almost entirely confined to certain popular makes of light anhilos 


As regards exports the leading recipients included the 
United Kingdom 1,556,111,421 F.mks., Germany 490,554,735, 
Holland 381,317,427, the United States 255,790,472, France 
251,239,954, Sweden 181,375,954, Belgium 180,228,705, and 
Penmark 103,324,665 F.mks. 





AFRICA. 





EGYPT. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN FIRST HALF-YEAR. 


According to the Monthly Summary of the foreign trade 
of Egypt, published by the Egyptian Statistical Department, 
Cairo, imports into and exports from Egypt during June 
last were valued at £E.3,443,859 and £E.2,525,966, while 
during the period January-June last the respective totals 
were £EF.24,744,401 and £E.22,434,079. In June of last year 
imports and exports reached a total of ££.3,859,510 and 
£E.2,598,915, while during the first two quarters of 1925 
the respective totals were SE.26,486,905 and £E.31,051,917. 
The following table shows the value of the chief categories 





cars, of which a considerable number had been imported 
during the twelve months ended last June, as they have 
also from France, 

Agents in Shanghai and other cities report that they have 
great difficulty in selling British cars of anything over 
12 h.p. in face of competition from the Uniled States, owing 
to the large differences in price. The position is the same 
with regard to commercial vehicles, almost all the trucks 
and lorries now imported into China being of American 
manufacture. A recent order for 25 trucks was placed by 
a British firm in Shanghai with French manufacturers. 
There are signs that the advantages of motor traction as 
adapted to agricultural purposes are being recognised by 
the more progressive Chinese, particularly in the northern 
districts, bul here again the machines in use are of Americal 
origin. 

A British motor omnibus company was inaugurated al 
Shanghai in October, 1924, and the number of motor omn!- 
buses operated by this concern on the streets of Shanghat 
is now 50, each seating 24 to 29 passengers. These vehicles 
are of British manufacture, and have petrol-electric drive 
with no gear box, this being the type found most suitable 
for inexpert native drivers. While there are as yet no other 
omnibus companies in China operating on such a large 
scale as the one just mentioned, there are a number of 
native companies running passenger vehicles of all sorts 11 
Chinese cities and on newly made roads between town and 
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town. The question of first cost is usually so important to 
companies of this kind, whose capital resources are not 
large, and the roads are in most cases so badly constructed 
that matters have as yet hardly advanced beyond the pur- 
chase of second-hand touring cars or the building locally 
of wooden bodies, to seat some 12 to 14 persons at absurdly 
low cost (some £30 or £40) on cheap American chassis. 

A recent Chinese estimate of the number of passenger 
cars In the country gives the figure 8,508, of trucks and 
omnibuses 1,130, and motor cycles 1,100. The number of 
private motor cars licensed by the Shanghai Municipal 
Council in 1926 was 3,748, as compared with 1,986 in 1922. 
That imports of motor vehicles are rapidly increasing is 
shown by the fact that 609 cars (of which 278 were from 
the United States, 136 from the United Kingdom, 86 from 
Canada, and 107 from France) were imported into Shanghai 
alone in the first quarter of 1926. This compares with a 
total of 338 in the first quarter of 1925, while the figures for 
trucks were 59 (of which 51 were from the United States) 
and two respectively. 

In the present state of the market it is imperative that 
British manufacturers should give the agents they appoint 
in China as liberal terms as possible if the demand for com- 
paratively high-priced British cars and trucks is to be 
encouraged. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL CONDITIONS. 


The state of trade continued good through October, and 
predictions that activity will hold over the balance of the 
year are now generally accepted without qualification, states 
the National City Bank of New York. Records of factory 
output, consumption of electric power in industry, and 
reports on employment all give evidence of a level of manu- 
facturing activity as high, if not higher, than a year ago. 
Building construction of all kinds is still going forward in 
large volume, while bank clearings, railway traffic, and 
returns on retail trade bear witness to a heavy movement 
of goods through the channels of distribution. 





ELEMENTS OF DouBsrT. 


The fall in the stock and cotton markets however, has 
again placed the business situation under scrutiny and 
raised questions as to how much longer the present pace 
can be continued without some interruption. Building, 
though continuing at high levels, can hardly be expected 
to expand further, and may undergo some recession, com- 
petition in the automobile industry is becoming more severe 
and the steel industry, instead of showing the usual autumn 
expansion, is experiencing some falling off in activity. So 
important are these industries in the present business situa- 
tion that any possibility of decline in their activities natur- 
ally injects an element of doubt into the whole picture. 

With cotton selling 8 cents per lb. lower than a year ayu, 
and considerably below estimated costs of production, it is 
evident that the grower has been hurt and the purchasing 
power of the South as a whole affected. Railroad and other 
agencies handling the crop should benefit from the larger 
physical movement, but trade generally may suffer from 
smaller incoming traffic to the South from other sections 
ofthe country. This situation, plus the possibility of some- 
thing more than a seasonal recession in building and auto- 
mobiles, are unfavourable elements in the general outlook. 
They involve changes which necessarily disturb the equili- 
brium of business and create the need for some readjust- 
ment, and this on a large scale is difficult to accomplish 
without friction. 

PRESENT TRADE ACTIVITY. 

Whatever uncertainties may exist as to business some 
months hence, it is clear that no tangible evidences of trade 
reaction have yet appeared. It is true that bank clearings 
at times during the past month have not made as good a 
showing as was the case earlier in the year, but this has 
to be taken in conjunction with the fact that wholesale 
prices have been declining and are now some 5 to 6 per 
cent. below a year ago. Railway car loadings in the week 
ended 16th October broke all previous records, a fact that 
carries particular weight at the present time by reason of 
the current tendency to hand-to-mouth ordering which 
makes shipments an unusually prompt reflection of the 
volume of buying. 

In its review of the labour market in this State for 
September, the New York State Department of Labour 
points out that weekly earnings of factory workers aver- 
aged 29 dols. 30 cts., an advance of 50 cts. since August. 
This increase, which brings the average earnings to the 
highest on record, was due to the widespread activity of 
industry rather than to the further rise in the level of 
Wages. 
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EXPORTS OF ELECTRIC FANS. 

About 84 per cent. of American exports of electric fans 
go to 12 different countries, states ‘‘ Commerce Reports ”’ 
(United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
Washington), in providing the following table, showing 
such exports during the past two years :— 























Destination. | 1925 1924. | Destination. | 1925. | 1924. 
| 
Dols. | Dols. | | Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom! 24,448 57,594 | China .. -- | 205,235 168,016 
Canada --| 53,468 51,001 India .. ve] 60,430 58,609 
Mexico .. --| 61,339 67,657 | Japan .. --| 34,846 271,589 
Cuba oe --| 112,975 71,214 Australia --| 56,982 54,206 
Argentina -+| 143,265 60,858 | British 8. Africa} 10,620 6,750 
Brazil .. --| 14,820 5,180 | All others --| 123,223 147,936 
Colombia eo} 14,902 7,408 | ——_—— — 
| Total .. --| 916,553 | 1,028,018 
| 











Of the 12 important markets, it is seen that China 
(including Hong Kong) bought most in 1925, taking nearly 
one-fifth of the total exports. At present these fans are used 
mostly in the ports and other large cities in the warmer 
parts of the country. When China returns to more normal 
conditions with resulting improvement of existing power 
plants and construction of new ones in areas not now 
served, purchases may be expected to increase greatly. 





LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINA. 


EXPORT TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 

The National Statistical Department have recently issued 
returns relative to Argentine exports during the first nine 
months of the current year which show that during the 
three quarters under review exports amounted in value to 
617,622,000 gold dollars, as compared with 692,330,000 dols. 
in the corresponding period of 1925, a decline of 74,708,000 
dols. or 10°7 per cent., states ‘** Business Conditions in 
Argentina,’’ published by Ernesto Tornquist and Co., 
Limitada, of Buenos Aires. 

The bulk of the exports may be divided into the following 
three main groups :—Agricultural, 337,031,000 dols., as 
against 376,994,000 dols. in the period January-September, 
1925; live stock, 255,368,000 dols. (289,171,000 dols.); and 
forestal, 14,689,000 dols. (15,505,000 dols.). The following 
table shows the quantities of the leading exports in the 
period under review :— 























;, 926. 
Commodity. ia ates Commodity. seme 

Tons. | Tons. 

Wheat... ..-| 1,920,000 |Tallow and melted 

Maize shia ...| 2,300,000 | grease ... _ 64,800 
Linseed ... ...| 1,382,000 |Dry ox, hides val 13,000 
Oats i ...| 470,000 |Salt ox hides 108,100 
Barley ius nits 151,300 |Dry horse hides ... 900 
Wheat products ...! 235,200 |Sheepskins oa: % 6,400 
Alfalfa and hay ...| 300 |Goatskins... ees 1,600 
Flour ion jael 114,000 |Horsehair ... oe 1,900 
Wool a aiid 115,700 |Quebracho logs ... 54,800 
Cotton noe oa 18,500 |Quebracho extract 158,900 
Frozen and chilled) Butter owe 7 19,200 
meat ..| 642,900 |Casein jus ‘a 13,400 
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Shipping and Railways. 


GERMANY. 











SHIPPING TRAFFIC AT HAMBURG IN 
OCTOBER, 


(From the British Consul-General. ) 
HAMBURG. 


There was a decline of some 57,000 tons in the shipping 
entered with cargo at Hamburg and of 140,000 tons cleared 
with cargo during October as compared with the previous 
month. An increase was shown, however, on the same 
month in 1925, attributable to colliers visiting the port to 
pick up coal cargoes. 

British shipping in October amounted to 338 vessels of 
414,015 tons entered and 319 vessels of 408,650 tons cleared, 
against 354 vessels of 423,347 tons entered and 391 vessels 
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Of 475,391 tons cleared in September. German tonnage in 
October totalled 583,586 tons entered, against 607,312 tons 
in September, and 552,569 cleared, against 465,354 tons. 





JAPAN. 





SHIPPING AT FORMOSAN PORTS IN 1925. 

The British Consul at Tamsui in his *Report on the 
Financial and Commercial Situation in Formosa states that 
during the year under review 1,306 steam vessels with a 
tonnage of 2,238,894 entered Formosan ports from countries 
other than Japan proper, as compared with 1,135 vessels 
with a tonnage of 1,904,839 in 1924, while during the first 
five months of the current year the totals were 502 and 
858,051 respectively. Of the above, Japanese _ vessels 
accounted for 930 of 1,482,086 tons in 1924 and 1,157 of 
1,858,361 tons in 1925. The British flag was represented by 54 
vessels of 194,833 tons in 1924 and 53 vessels of 194,967 tons 
in 1925. It is too early to predict how British shipping 
will fare in 1926, as the tea season has only just com- 
menced. As regards other nationalities, 60 Norwegian ships 
of 62,504 tons entered in 1924, but this number decreased 
to less than half in 1925, and the flag has in 1926 almost 
completely disappeared. The Java-China-Japan line of 
steamers instituted a call at Keelung in 1924 in order to 
ship pouchong teas, 26 vessels of 58,467 tons calling in that 
year and 16 vessels of 57,326 tons in 1925. The number 
and tonnage of sailing vessels entered (almost all Chinese 
junks) remained about the same. 

STEAMSHIP SERVICES. 

The service between Formosa and Japan is now served 
by six vessels, three-of about 9,000 tons each and three of 
6,000 tons, giving 11 sailings each way per month. Since 
April, 1926, the larger vessels have been speeded up to cover 
the distance between Keelung and Moji in 53 hours instead 
of 66 hours. In order to help the steamship companies to 
meet the additional cost thus occasioned, the Government 
subsidy for the financial year 1926-27 has been increased. 
A service, under subsidy, is now jointly maintained by the 
Osaka Shosen Kaisha, Kinkai Yusen Kaisha, and Yamashita 
Kisen Kaisha between Takao and Yokohama, calling at 
Keelung and Kobé en route. Six vessels are employed on 
the run, and afford six sailings per month in each direc- 
tion. This service, together with a number of unsubsidised 
steamers, handles the large sugar, rice and fruit exports 
from South Formosa to Japan. 

As regards other new developments in the shipping trade, 
a subsidised service was instituted from May, 1926, by the 
Osaka Shosen Kaisha between Takao and Dairen. With 
four sailings per month, steamers go direct to Dairen from 
Takao on the outward voyage, calling at Foochow and Kee- 
lung on the homeward run. From April, 1926, the 
Kawasaki Steamship Company commenced a_ bi-monthly 
service between Keelung-Shanghai and the Hokkaido. 

Last year nearly 56 per cent. of the external trade of the 
Island passed through the port of Keelung. Takao followed 
with 39 per cent., so that the remaining ports handled only 
5 per cent. between them. 

In regard to harbour construction, the principal event 
during the year under review was the completion of a new 
coaling plant and quay at Keelung. The concrete quay is 
1,800 feet long by 480 feet wide and affords accommodation 
for three steamers of 3,000 tons. Coal can be put into ship 
from the quay at the rate of 180 tons per hour. 


= 


Minerals and Metals. 
CANADA. 











MINING CONDITIONS: COKE, IRON AND 
STEEL OUTPUT. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 

TORONTO. 
Capacity production is being maintained in all Nova 
Scotian coal mines, and the outlook is for continued pro- 
duction on this scale until navigation closes. About 1,200 
men are now employed on the construction of the new 
branch of the Canadian National Railway into Rouyn, 
Quebec Province; 23 miles of track have been laid and 
trains are bringing supplies in for the camp. It was 
expected that regular service to Rouyn would be estab- 
lished by the end of November, and the various mines in 
the camp are preparing to rush construction and develop- 








~ *This Report forms an Appendix to that on the Commercial, 


Economic and Financial Situation in Japan, published for the 
Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery Office (Price 


2s. 6d. net., 2s. 74d. post free.) 
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ment activities throughout the winter. Owing to the low 
price of silver only low cost mines are in operation and 
no immediate improvement is in sight. The principal 
reason for the price decline is that India and China, here- 
tofore the great consuming countries, have materially cur- 
tailed their purchases. The Ontario gold and nickel mines 
continue to produce at new high levels. Asbestos to the 
amount of 9,856 tons was produced in August, as com- 
pared with 7,104 tons in August, 1925; this mineral is in 
good demand, with prices firm. 


CoKE. 


Production of coke in Canada in September at 166,299 
tons was the highest output recorded for any month since 
the Bureau of Statistics at Ottawa commenced collecting 
monthly figures in January, 1925. In August the tota; 
was 165,662 tons, and in September, 1925, only 102,882 
tons. During the month under review 250,066 tons of coal 
were carbonised, yielding an average of 1,340 pounds of 
coke for each short ton of coal charged to the ovens, or 67 
per cent. Of the coal used 87,426 tons were of Canadian 
origin, and the balance, amounting to 162,640 tons, was 
imported. Disposition of coke by the makers showed that 
22,122 tons were used in the coking plants, 77,090 tons 
were used in the producing companies’ associated metal- 
lurgical works, and 69,519 tons were sold: making a total 
disposition of 168,731 tons. During September production 
of coke in Canada totalled 166,292 tons, and 74,905 tons were 
imported to make an available supply of 241,197 tons, but 
as 3,445 toms were exported the apparent consumption for 
the month amounted to 237,752 tons.. For the first nine 
months the total Canadian production was 1,424,417 tons, 
imports amounted to 739,137 tons, and 39,267 tons were 
exported, resulting in an apparent consumption of 
2,124,287 tons for the year to date. Coke charged to iron 
blast furnaces totalled 72,568 tons in September, making 
625,081 tons for the year to date. 


IRON AND STEEL. 


Production of pig iron in Canada at 64,187 long tons in 
September was almost double the 34,609 tons in September 
of a year ago. The month’s output showed a 9 per cent. 
increase over the 58,780 tons of August, which, in turn, 
was 13 per cent. under the 67,232 tons reported for July. 
For the nine months ended September the production of 
pig iron totalled 561,063 tons as compared with 372,960 
tons in the corresponding period of last year. The increase 
was general in all grades, basic iron advancing 32 per cent. 
to 371,803 tons, foundry iron 129 per cent. to 149,252 tons, 
and malleable iron 63 per cent. to 40,008 tons. In 1925 the 
first nine months’ output included 283,430 tons of basic 
iron, 65,039 tons of foundry iron, and 24,491 tons of malle- 
able iron. 

Furnace charges in September included 112,735 long tons 
of imported iron ore, 72,568 short tons of coke, and 34,421 
short tons of limestone. For the nine months’ period the 
furnace charges totalled 999,028 long tons of imported iron 
ore, 625,081 short tons of coke, and 304,552 short tons of 
limestone. 

During the month one additional furnace was blown in 
at Sydney, Nova Scotia, resulting in six furnaces being in 
blast at the end of September. Of the active furnaces two 
were located at each of the following points :—Sydney, Nova 
Scotia, Hamilton and Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. Active 
furnaces had a capacity of 2,325 long tons per day, or about 
46 per cent. of the total capacity of all blast furnaces in 
Canada. 

Production of ferro-alloys amounted to 3,083 tons in Sep- 
tember, a slight increase over the 3,058 tons of August. 
This production consisted mostly of the grade having a 
high manganese content. A small quantity of ferro-silicon 
was also produced. For the first nine months ferro-alloys 
totalled 26,923 tons, an increase of 45 per cent. over the 
18,566 tons made during the first three-quarters of 1925. 


Production of steel ingots and castings in Canada rose to 
58,837 long tons in September, marking an increase ol 
29 per cent. over the 45,674 tons of the previous month. 
While the production of direct steel castings fell off to 
1,675 tons from 2,128 tons in August the loss was more 
than offset by the greater output of steel ingots, this crade 
advancing to 57,164 tons from 43,546 tons. In September, 
1925, the producing companies reported an output of 35,830 
tons of ingots and 1,261 tons of castings. For the first nine 
months of this year the cumulative production totalled 
600,542 tons, or slightly more than the 581,711 tons made 
during the corresponding period of a year ago. This years 
output included 573,709 tons of ingots and 96,833 tons of 
castings. During the first three quarters of 1925 produc: 
lion included 588,483 tons of ingots and 23,228 tons 0 


castings. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—Continued. TEXTILES - Continued. 
aad justified. There is a pronounced lack of material from the 
nd MADAGASCAR. wal spinners. As akon firms have gone over partly or 
pal entirely to the manufacture of washing silk, orders for 
re- MINERAL PRODUCTION IN 1925. ‘*Flor ’’ articles, which are very numerous, can only be 
ir- | ie ae * carried out very slowly. Raw wool prices have remained 
1es the British Consul at Antananarivo has forwarded a very steady. As regards cotton, there has been a slight fall, 
he report woos the mining industry in Madagascar during 1920, especially in American cotton, but this had not yet made 
m- which bags presented at a general meeting of the local itself felt in the prices of the spinning mills. ‘‘ Flor ”’ 
in Chamber of Mines. The report states that both 1924 and prices are still unchanged. There is a strong demand for 
1925 were characterised by a general recovery in trade, woollen hosiery and large orders are received for ‘‘ Flor ”’ 
which benefited largely the mining industry. Prices of hosiery . 
minerals rose steadily from March, 1924, and certain pro- The underwear industry has also shared in the demand 
199) ducts reached unhoped-for levels. Nevertheless — aid for winter articles and has received large orders, further 
not expand to any appreciable extent during 1925, the chief bookings being expected There is also a good export 
ice reason being the increasing scarcity of labour, the natives denned - rs t4 ’ 
ng being attracted to agriculture, in which industry also prices . 
‘al were constantly advancing. The mining industry has GLOVES. 
82 therefore to depend very largely on labour imported, often In the fabric glove industry there is a lack of certain 
val at great expense from distant provinces, and was thus classes of skilled workmen which is the best proof that the 
of unable to develop to the extent to which the high prices factories can be satisfied with recent business. The factories 
64 obtained for the minerals won would otherwise have given are fully employed in turning out goods for making-up or 
an encouragement, material for gloves. During the last few weeks numerous 
‘as The following table shows the amount produced of some new machines for making-up goods have been installed. 
al of the principal minerals during 1925 and the previous Most of the orders which have been received came from 
ns year :— America, which has been placing good orders recently, but 
al- German orders for the coming spring are still outstanding 
al . es for the most part. America still prefers quite short gloves 
on Production. with still shorter gauntlets. This means that the factories 
re Mineral. which are working for making-up goods are well employed. 
ut 1925. | 1924. [he general opinion, however, is held that the greatest 
‘or | demand for this article has ‘been reached and that it will 
ne gradually lessen, Many glove manufacturers are complain- 
1S r j . o 
” ae & ~ _ 419-7 349-2 ing about the low pero me get for — goods. 
of Precious stones, Ist grade... kilogs. 128°5 90:0 SPINNING CONDITIONS. 
on Mica: : The report also states that the situation of the spinning 
ng Muscovite... vee +. tons 41° > mills is not quite so favourable, and, in spite of better 
7 Phlogopite ... “se --- tons 246°0 235°0 business in the whole district in the textile industry it has 
Betafite te ven --- tons 5°6 4's not been possible to employ fully all the worsted spindles. 
weg ne some Pe oa Prices are still low, but orders on hand are good for some 
tore ene ‘* ane ia rene mh . yet months. In the cotton spinning mills, however, it is 
ye Svanhite rte ) tons | 13,005-0 13.185-0 reckoned that in a short time all spindles will be running 
er it 3 or cx 7; | vies again, especially as considerable orders for immediate or 
it. future delivery have been received in all kinds of Indian, 
Nn, Graphite continued the most important mineral produc- American and Egyptian yarns, 
Y. tion of the island, and 13,005 metric tons were secured, or 
of rather less than in 1924. Encouraged by the prices i 
60 obtained some producers are introducing machinery in Cro S 
se order to overcome the difficulty of securing manual labour p . 
it. and to augment production. | 
S, Mica took second place in mineral output; the production 
he Of Muscovite was 41°5 tons, and of phlogopite 246 tons, the UNITED KINGDOM. 
s1¢ latter making an increase of 3 per cent. over 1924. , 
e- The working of radio-active minerals has proved dis- CORN PRICES. 
appointing owing to high working costs and the competition Statement showing the average price of British Corn per ewt. 
ns of the Belgian Congo, while export to countries other than of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
2] France has been interdicted. In consequence production Returns in the week ended 20th November, 1926, pursuant to the 
he totalled only 6 tons last year, as in 1924, and as compared Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 1921 :— 
on with 25 tons in 1923. 
of The output of zircon fell from 59 tons in 1924 to 3°6 tons Average Price per cwt. 
last year. On the other hand, there was a larger demand Period. 
in a corundum, and the quantity turned out exceeded by Wheat. | Barley. Oata. 
n ‘9 tons the production of 1924. 
0 Gold, which, not many years ago, was the principal ‘a a oie 
rat mineral of Madagascar, has suffered from lack of progress Week ended 20th Nov., 1926... 12 6 1] 5 86 
ve in the methods of production. There was, however, an Corresponding week casi 
at increase of 70 kilogs. over 1924, but this was due virtually 1916 ... ad pe ot. 2.3 17 8 14 10 
n to a discovery of a further deposit. The yield of precious 1917 ... mis jo | 16 4 16 7 15 11 
stones was also larger than in the previous year, and followed 1918 ... fu oo ...| 16 10 7 6 18 0 
an increased sale of stones of second quality consequent 1919 ... om bins ooo) 86°R2 30 2 20 1 
4 upon the fall in the value of the franc. As a matter of SS ae eee 24 1 13..4 
t. fact this branch of the mining industry seems to be retro- 1921 ... eee ove «a 88.9 13 11 9 ll 
. gressing from various causes, of which labour shortage is 1922 ... eee vee tee 9 10 10 9 97 
- only one. 1923 ... oon oe (| 9 5 10 7 8 9 
re The Chamber of Mines expresses itself confident as to the 1924 vee eee ove vo} 12 6 + z "a : 
” future, especially as financial interests, hitherto hesitating, 1925 ... - ae | Il ¢ , . 
have begun to give support to the mining industry of 
LO Madagascar. * Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
of : the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices each sort of British Corn shall be computed with reference to the 
h. = hundredweight of one hundred and tweive Imperial standard pounds. 
; Textiles. 
le ESTONIA. 
r, GERMANY. 
9) 
* CROP YIELDS IN 1926. 
“cl CHEMNITZ TEXTILE INDUSTRY. According to the Estonian Central Statistics Bureau the 
le The British Consul at Leipzig has forwarded the following total yield of the harvests in 1926 is far in advance of pre- 
's extract from the ‘‘ Dresdner Neueste Nachrichten ’’ concern- vious years. Apart from the rye crop, which was not so 
of ing the Chemnitz textile industry :— good, the yield of all other cereals is approximately 10 per 
C- The economic situation improved during the month of cent. higher than in 1925. The total value of the harvests is 
of October, and there was a general increase of business. This estimated at 22,791 million Estonian marks, as against 
Tefers chiefly to the hosiery industry, where the situation 20,623 million E.mks. in 1925, the yield for the current year 
is very favourable. The demand for winter goods is so great thus exceeding in value that for last year by 2,168 million 
that fears regarding inability to deliver have proved E.mks. ' 
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Commercial :Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


FRANCE-GUATEMALA. 








COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT. 


The British Representative in Guatemala has forwarded 
the text of a modus vivendi which was signed on 20th 
October to regulate the commercial relations between France 
and Guatemala. The agreement is to come into force on 
Ist December, and is to remain in operation for a year, but 
if not denounced six months before the expiry of that time 
it will be continued for six-monthly periods, subject to four 
months’ notice of termination. 

Frence grants the benefit of ‘‘ Minimum ”’ Tariff treatment 
to certain Guatemalan goods, in return for which French 
goods are to receive most-favoured-nation treatment in 
Guatemala, except as regards advantages accorded to other 
Central American republics (Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras 
and Salvador), 


+ 





NETHERLANDS-SIAM. 





TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND 
NAVIGATION. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office 
copy of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation 
between the Netherlands and Siam which was signed at 
The Hague on 8th June, 1925. 

Under the terms of the Treaty subjects of each of the 
Contracting Parties have full liberty to enter and reside in 
the territory of the other, and enjoy most-favoured-nation 
treatment in everything relating to their commercial, ship- 
ping and industrial pursuits, and the acquisition and dis- 
posal of movable or immovable property of every descrip- 
tion. They are not to be subject to any internal charges 
or taxes other or higher than those paid by nationals or by 
subjects of the most-favoured-nation not enjoying exemp- 
tion from Siamese jurisdiction. They are further to have 
full liberty to come with their ships and cargoes to all 
places, ports and rivers which are or may hereafter be 
opened to foreign commerce and navigation. They are to 
have free access to the courts, and Dutch subjects will, in 
this respect, enjoy in Siam national treatment or that 
accorded to the most-favoured-nation not enjoying exemp- 
tion from Siamese jurisdiction. 

Subjects of either Party are to enjoy in the territory of the 
other full national or most-favoured-nation treatment in 
everything connected with import, transit and export duties, 
warehousing, Customs facilities and inspection and valua- 
tion of goods. 

The Netherlands recognise, in principle, the autonomy of 
Siam in both Customs and fiscal matters; Siam has there- 
fore the right to raise the tariffs fixed by agreements 
hitherto in force, but she will only exercise this right in 
respect of the Netherlands when other countries entitled to 
claim the benefits of the existing regime agree to make the 
same concession without exacting, in return, particular 
advantages or privileges. 

National and most-favoured-nation treatment are pro- 
vided for in matters of navigation. The coasting trade, 
however, is excluded. 

Companies, corporations and other associations legally 
established in the territory of one Party, are, in the terri- 
tory of the other, to be treated on the same footing as 
nationals of the country in which they are legally estab- 
lished, and are to enjoy the rights given to these nationals 
by this Treaty, except that in the matter of taxation com- 
panies are to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment only. 

The provisions of this Treaty apply to the territories of 
the Netherlands in Europe, and, except in regard to con- 
sular matters and to the procedure to be followed in the 
case of persons who die intestate, to the Dutch East Indies, 
Surinam and Curacao. 

A protocol to the Treaty regulates the jurisdiction appli- 
cable to Dutch subjects in Siam. 

The Treaty is to come into force on the day of the exchange 
of ratifications, and is to remain in force for ten years. If 











COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS— Continued. 





twelve months before the expiry of that period neither party 
has notified to the other its intention to terminate it, the 
Treaty will continue in force subject to twelve months’ 
notice of termination, which may be given at any time. 





UNITED STATES-SALVADOR. 





TREATY OF FRIENDSHIP, COMMERCE AND 
CONSULAR RIGHTS. 


A Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Consular Rights 
between the United States and Salvador was signed at San 
Salvador on 22nd February last. 

The Treaty permits the nationals of the respective parties 
in the territories of the other to enter, travel and reside; to 
carry on every form of commercial activity not forbidden 
by the local law; to own, erect or lease buildings and lands; 
to employ agents, etc., upon the same footing as nationals 
of the State or of the most favoured nation. They are to 
receive national treatment in respect of internal charges or 
taxes. Nothing in the Treaty, however, affects existing 
statutes in relation to the immigration of aliens or the right 
of either Party to enact such statutes. 

Kach Party binds itself unconditionally to impose no 
higher or other duties or conditions, and no prohibitions, 
on the importation of any article the growth, produce or 
manufacture of the territories of the other than are or shall 
be imposed on the importation of any like article the 
growth, produce or manufacture of any other foreign 
country. There is a similar provision regarding export 
duties and prohibitions. Any advantage given to any article 
the growth, produce or manufacture of any foreign country 
must simultaneously and unconditionally, without request 
and without compensation, be extended to the like article 
the growth, produce or manufacture of the other Party. 

The Parties further agree that all articles which are or 


. may be legally imported from foreign countries into their 


ports, or exported from their ports to foreign countries in 
national vessels may likewise be imported or exported in 
vessels of the other Party without being liable to any other 
or higher duties or charges whatsoever. There is also to be 
perfect reciprocal equality between the flags of the two 
countries so far as concerns the enjoyment of bounties, 
drawbacks or other privileges allowed on goods imported 
or exported in national vessels. 

The stipulations of Article 7 providing for most-favoured- 
nation treatment do not extend to the treatment accorded 
by the United States to the commerce of Cuba or its de- 
pendencies and the Panama Canal Zone, or to the treatment 
which Salvador accords or may hereafter accord to the com- 
merce of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua or 
Panama, so long as any special treatment accorded to the 
commerce of those countries or any of them by Salvador is 
not accorded to any other country. 

Recrprocat NATIONAL TREATMENT. 

The nationals and merchandise of each Party within the 
territories of the other are to receive national treatment with 
regard to internal taxes, transit duties, charges in respect 
of warehousing and other facilities, and the amount of 
drawbacks and _ bounties. 

There is to be nalional treatment in all matters of ton- 
nage, harbour, pilotage, lighthouse, quarantine or other 
similar or corresponding duties or charges of whatever de- 
nomination levied in the name or for the profit of the 
Government, public functionaries, private individuals, cor- 
porations, or establishments of any kind. 

Limited liability and other corporations and associations 
organised in accordance with the laws of one Party, and 
having a central office within the territories of that Party, 
are to have their judicial status recognised by the other 
Party, and to have free access to the courts of law and 
equity. The right of corporations and associations of one 
Party so recognised by the other to establish themselves 
within the latter’s territories, and to establish branch offices 
and fulfil their functions therein, is to depend upon and 
be governed solely by the consent of such Party as expressed 
in its laws. If such consent be given on the condition of 
reciprocity, the condition is to be deemed to relate to the 
provisions of the laws under which the foreign corporation 
or association desiring to exercise such rights is organised. 

The nationals of either Party are to enjoy within the 
territories of the other reciprocally, and upon compliance 
with the conditions there imposed, such rights and privl- 
leges as have been or may hereafter be accorded to the 
nationals of any State with respect to the organisation of 
and participation in limited liability and other corporations 
and associations, including the rights of promotion of cof- 
porations, purchase and ownership, and sale of shares, and 
the holding of execulive or official positions therein. In 
the exercise of the foregoing rights, and with respect to 
the regulation of procedure concerning the organisation 
or conduct of such corporations or associations, suc 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS— Continued. 





nationals are to enjoy most-favoured-nation treatment. The 
rights of such corporations or associations as may be 
organised or controlled or participated in by the nationals 
of either Party in the territories of the other to exercise any 
of their functions therein are to be governed by the laws 
in force in the territories of the Party wherein they propose 
to engage in business. The nationals of either Party are, 
moreover, to enjoy within the territories of the other re- 
ciprocally, and upon compliance with the conditions there 
imposed, such rights and privileges as are or may be 
accorded to the nationals of any other State with respect of 
the mining of coal, phosphate, oil, oil shale, gas and sodium 
on the public domain of the other. 

There is to be freedom of transit across the respective 
territories of each Party on the routes most convenient for 
international transit. Persons and goods in transit are not 
to be subjected to any transit duty, or to any unnecessary 
delays or restrictions, and are to enjoy national treatment 
as regards charges, facilities and all other matters. Goods 
in transit must be entered at the proper Custom House, 
but are to be exempt from all Customs and other similar 
duties. All charges imposed on transport in transit are to 
be reasonable, having regard to the conditions of the traffic. 


DURATION OF TREATY. 


The Treaty is to remain in force for ten years from the 
date of the exchange of ratifications. If within one year 
before the expiration of that period neither Party notifies 
to the other its intention of modifying by change or omis- 
sion any of the provisions of the Treaty or terminating it 
upon the expiration of the aforesaid period the Treaty is 
to remain in full force and effect thereafter. It may, how- 
ever, be terminated at any time after the expiration of the 
period of ten years above referred to, subject to twelve 
months’ notice of termination being given by either Party. 

Certain provisions of the Treaty, including those which 
prohibit flag discrimination, and provide for equality of 
treatment, etc., in matter of shipping dues, are to remain 
in force for twelve months only from the date of the ex- 
change of ratifications, and if these provisions are not then 
terminated on 90 days’ previous notice they are to remain 
in force until either Party has enacted legislation incon- 
sistent therewith, when they will automatically lapse at the 
end of 60 days from such enactment. On such lapse each 
Party will enjoy all the rights which it would have possessed 
had the respective paragraph or Articles not been included 
in the present Treaty. 





Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








AUSTRALIA. 





MARKING OF BRUSHWARE. 

The High Commissioner for Australia has received advice 
from the Commonwealth Government that the Commerce 
(Trade Descriptions) Act has recently been amended by the 
extension to brushware of the compulsory marking provi- 
sions of the Act. 

The Act in question and the Regulations thereunder 
require that certain articles (now including brushware) 
Shall bear a trade description including the following par- 
liculars :— 

(i) a true description of the article; and 
(ii) the name of the country or place in which it was 
made or produced, 
and any addilional particulars which may be prescribed by 
Regulation. 

Regulations are now being drafted prescribing the mark- 
ing to be applied to brushware and details of such Regula- 
tions will be forwarded to the High Commissioner in due 
course. 

It is not anticipated that the marking of brushware will 
be made compulsory in respect of goods imported into 
Australia before 1st March, 1927. 





CANADA. 





REVISED STANDARDS FOR EVAPORATED 
APPLES. 


An Order in Council of 27th August, 1920, issued under 
the Meat and Canned Foods Act, laid down revised regula- 
tions governing the importation, exportation, and inspec- 
tion of preserved fruits, etc. A further Order in Council 
now published in the ‘‘ Canada Gazette ’’ for 16th October 
rescinds the standards for evaporated apples which were 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—( ontinued. 





established by the Order in Council of 27th August, 1920, 
and sets out in detail the revised standards which are te 
be substituted therefor. The text of the new standards may 
be seen by persons interested on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 





IRISH FREE STATE. 


IMPORTATION OF ANIMAL CARCASES, ETC. 


The Department of Agriculture and Technical Instructiot 
notifies in the ‘* Dublin Gazette’ of 26th October, 1926. 
that they have made an order, dated 14th October and 
operative on and after 28th October, 1926, prohibiting the 
landing in the Irish Free State of animal carcases and cer- 
tain animal products, with the exception of the following :— 

(a) Bacon and ham which has been pumped with brine 
under a pressure of 80 Ibs. or more to the square inch, 
and subsequently soaked in brine or dry-salted for a 
period of not less than four days. 

(6) Bacon or ham which has been salted (wet salted or 
dry-salted) for a period of not less than 10 days. 

(c) Pigs’ heads and feet. 

(d) Hides or skins which have been dried and dry- 
salted. 

(e) Hides or skins which have been wet salted. 

(f) Fell-mongered cow hair, fell-mongered goat hair, 
and pigs’ bristles (dressed, bunched, and sorted). 

(g) Lard or rendered fat and cooked meats or meat 
essences. 

(h) Preserved meats, not including any portion of the 
carcase of a pig. 

(1) Superphosphates (derived from bones); precipitated 
bone phosphates; horn plates; and wool grease fatty acids. 
The exemptions in regard to (a), (0b), (¢), (e) are subject to 

certain requirements, and the landing of pigs’ bristles and 
cow hair is made subject to special requirements, and 
certain precautionary measures are required in regard to 
pigs’ bristles and cow hair previously imported. 








NEW ZEALAND. 





EXPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE. 


Under regulations made by the Governor-General under 
the Dairy Industry Act, 1908, and effective as from Ist 
September, 1926, creamery butter and full-cream factory 
cheese fot export from New Zealand are to be graded as 
finest, first grade, second grade or third grade, according 
to the standards prescribed by such regulations, and upon 
each end of every package of such products intended for 
export graded as finest or first grade is to be placed the 
national brand described in the regulations. 

The text of the regulations may be seen by persons inter- 
ested on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 5.W. 1. 


~ --—-— — 


PALESTINE. 








IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION OF 
ANTIQUITIES. 


The ‘‘ Official Gazette ’’ of the Government of Palestine for 
16th October contains revised instructions regarding the 
importation into and the exportation of antiquities from 
Palestine. In addition to the regulations set out in the 
‘* Journal ’’ of 20th March, 1924 (page 373), the recent in- 
structions deal more fully with the importation of anti- 
quities from Syria, and provide for the duty-free re-entry 
into Palestine within a period of six months of re-imported 
antiquities, provided that export duty has been duly paid, 
and for the refund of the import duty originally paid, 
less 1 per cent. ad valorem, in cases where re-export is effected 
under Export Permit within six months of the date of 
importation, 


——— 


SUDAN. 





CONDITIONAL DUTY-FREE IMPORTATION OF 
MILLET. 


A notification recently published in the Sudan Gazette 
announces that import duty will not be collected until 31st 
December, 1926, on any consignments of millet (dusa or 
dukhn) ordered and intended for sale in the Sudan, provided 
that the importer complies with the conditions prescribed 
as to the prior notification of the arrival of the consign- 


ments, etc. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
TANGANYIKA. 








IMPORTATION OF CONDENSED SKIMMED 
MILK. 


The prohibition of the importation into the Tanganyika 
Territory of condensed skimmed milk containing less than 
9 per cent. of milk fat, which has been in force since 1921, 
has now been revoked by Government Notice No. 62. 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 





REGULATIONS REGARDING EXPORTATION 
OF FROIT. 


A Government Notice No. 1829, published on 8th October, 
gives the text of amended regulations which have been 
issued under the Fruit Export Act, No. 17 of 1914, regarding 
the exportation of fruit from the Union to destinations 
which have not been declared an exempted place. Persons 
intending to effect such exports are required to give notice 
in the prescribed form to the Perishable Products Export 
Control Board at Capetown, Mossel Bay, Port Elizabeth, Kasi 
London, or Durban as the case may be. Applicants are 
required to be registered by this Board, and will be 
allotted a distinctive number, which must be placed on 
the same end of each box of fruit consigned for export as 
that which bears the exporter’s registered mark. The re- 
gulations also deal with the examination of fruit intended 
for export (fruit showing visible spray stains or contain- 
ing more than a prescribed percentage of arsenical spray 
not being allowed to be exported); the method of packing 
or boxing and marking such fruit and also the grading of 
fruit such as apples, pears, peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
plums, grapes, etc. The text of the Regulations may be seen 
by persons interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





FOREIGN. 
FRANCE. 





EXPORT TURNOVER TAX ON GOODS 
IMPORTED UNDER ‘“ TEMPORARY 
ADMISSION ”’ SYSTEM, ETC. 


The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 14th November con- ° 


tains a Presidential Decree, dated 13th November, respecting 
the application of the Turnover Tax on exports to goods im- 
ported under the normal ‘‘ temporary admission ’’ system 
(i.e., with exemption from the import duty) or under 
sowumission cautionnée (i.e., goods frec of duty under the 
Customs Tariff, imported temporarily under a sowmission 
cautionnée guaranteeing the payment of the import Turnover 
Tax if they ere not re-exported within a specified period). 
The Preamble to the Decree points out that Article 54 of the 
Law of 4th April, which instituted the Turnover Tax on 
exports, specifically provided for the exemption from the tax 
of goods imported temporarily under these conditions, but 
that when that Article was superseded by Article 12 of the 
Law of 3rd August no such provision was inserted, and these 
goods automatically became liable to Turnover Tax on 
re-export. 

The present Decree, ‘however, provides for the cancellation 
of the export Turnover Tax up to the amount of the tax 
corresponding to the value, at the time of import, of the 
raw materials temporarily imported. The formalities to be 
complied with in order to obtain this concession are set 
out in a Ministerial Decree of 13th November, the text of 
which, (in French) may be seen by persons interested at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 





LIST OF ARTICLES SUBJECT TO “ LUXURY” 
TAX. 
The French ‘‘ Journal Officiel ’’ for 20th November contains 
a Presidential Decree, dated 19th November, w hich approves 
revised lists of goods which are to be cli issed as ‘luxury ”’ 
goods for the purpose of the application of the Turnover Tax 
at the rate of 12 per cent. As hitherto, these goods are 
classed in two lists, those falling under List A being regarded 
as ‘“‘ luxury ’’ articles whatever their price, while those 
included in List B are only so regarded when their price 
exceeds that specified in the list. The principal object of 
the present revision has been to increase the prices specified 
in List B so as to bring them more into conformity with the 
current level of prices in France. 
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The text of the lists (in French) may be consulted by 
persons interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 





GENERAL INCREASE OF IMPORT DUTIES. 


H.M. Ambassador at Paris has been informed that the 


second general increase of the specific duties of the French 
Customs Tariff by 30 per cent. was enforced in French Indo- 
China on Ist October. The first increase of 30 per cent. 
was already in operation in the Protectorate, as notified in 
the ‘*‘ Journal ’’ of 22nd July (pages 109-110). 


te ee 


GREECE. 





EXPORT OF OLIVE OIL. 


As notified in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 8th July (page 52), the 
export of 25 million okes of olive oil from Greece was auth- 
orised in June. The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Lega- 
tion at Athens reports that this quantity has now been ex- 
ported, but that the export of a further quantity of 1 million 
okes of oil from Mitylene has been authorised. This furthe: 
quantity will not be subject to the payment of the addi- 
tional export tax of 3°80 drachme per oke formerly imposed, 
only the normal export duty of 24 per cent. ad valorem being 
leviable. 


a ee 


HUNGARY. 





RETALIATORY DUTIES. 


H.M. Representative at Buda-Pest reports that a Decree 
(No. 9727 M.E. 1926) was issued on 5th November, 1926, pro- 
viding that when goods are imported into Hungary from a 
country which does not grant the same concessions to 
Hungarian goods as to goods of other countries, or which 
levies a higher duty on Hungarian goods or otherwise treats 
them less favourably than other foreign goods, a duty of 
three times the normal Tariff rate will be imposed. 

Special Orders will be issued specifying the countries to 
which these special duties are to apply and the period during 
which the above regulations are to be operative. 





ITALY. 





EXPORT OF CALF SKINS. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 12th November con- 
tains a Royal Decree-Law, dated 25th October, which 
increases from 3,200 to 4,700 metric tons the amount of raw 
calf skins which may be exported from Italy in the year 19206. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Rome 
reports, by telegraph, that the price fixed for the period 
21st to 27th November for certificates for the payment of 
Customs duties is 467 lire per 100 lire gold, i.e., the sur- 
charge when the duties are paid in paper is 367 per cent. 

(The price of certificates for the previous week was 459 lire 
per 100 lire gold.) 





MOZAMBIQUE (PORTUGUESE EAST 
AFRICA). 





IMPORT OF COTTONSEED RESTRICTED. 

The *‘ Boletin Oficial *’ of Mozambique for 9th October 
announces that only cottonseed coming from the Union of 
South Africa may be imported into Mozambique, the import 
of cotton seed from other countries being prohibited. 





PERU. 





CONTROL OF THE TRADE IN CERTAIN FOODS, 
TOILET PREPARATIONS, ETC. 
Under existing regulations pharmaceutical specialities, 


before being placed on sale in Peru, must be analysed by 
the Inspecting Pharmacy Commission and authorised by the 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Direction of Public Health and must bear an indication 
giving details of their chemical composition. 

H.M. Consul at Callao reports, by telegraph, that these 
regulations have been extended to cover diabetic foods, baby 
foods and toilet articles including face creams, tooth paste, 
cosmetics, hair restorers and removers, face lotion, hairdye, 
lipsticks, etc. 

The enforcement of the regulations has been deferred until 
27th February, 1927, in order to enable manufacturers to 
register their preparations. 





SPAIN. 





IMPORT OF IRON AND STEEL SHEETS. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ’’ for 16th November contains a 
Royal Order, dated the 11th November, which provides that 
iron and steel sheets, scaled (descascaradas) and polished, 
galvanised, lead coated and enamelled are regarded as manu- 
factured, and are not considered as included in Tariff 
Nos. 268 and 269 for the purposes of the Royal Decree-Law 
of 9th July last. They may, in consequence, be imported 
into Spain without the requirement of an import licence. 





PROVISIONS REGARDING SALE, ETC., AND 
EXPORT OF NATIONAL COAL. 


The ‘*Gaceta de Madrid’’ for 10th November contains 
three Royal Orders, dated 8th November, which have been 
issued with a view to counteracting the difficulties arising 
cut of the abnormal! situation of the foreign coal markets 
and to safeguarding the proper supply of coal for the Spanish 
national industries. 

The first two Orders relate to the supply of coal in Spain 
and prescribe the procedure to be observed by producers in 
disposing of their output, the order in which various classes 
of consumers are to be supplied, etc. 

The third Royal Order in conjunction with a Notification 
of 12th November and a further Royal Order of the 15th 
November prohibits the export of coal from Spain as from 
Sth November, but gives the Executive Committee estab- 
lished by the Royal Decree of 27th February power to permit 
the fulfilment of duly authenticated contracts concluded 
before the 8th November, provided the necessary application 
is made within a fortnight, and also authorises that Com- 
mittee to permit the export of lots of small coal when of a 
special type for which there is an inadequate outlet in the 
national market, and to allow the export of coke so long as 
the national supply is assured. 

Vessels registered in Spain will be able to obtain freely the 
luel required for their needs irrespective of the class of 
navigation in which they are engaged. Vessels of foreign 
register operating commercial routes between Spain and 
other countries will be able to take in the coal estimated by 
the Spanish authorities to be sufficient to enable them to 
proceed to their first foreign port of call. The bunkering of 
foreign vesseis making Spanish ports exclusively for that 
purpose is prohibited. The provisions set out in this para- 
graph will not apply to the ports of the Canary Archipelago. 





SPANISH POSSESSIONS IN THE GULF 
OF GUINEA. 





DUTIES ON UNITED KINGDOM GOODS 
TRANSHIPPED AT HAMBURG. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 9th 
September (page 293) respecting the recent Royal Decree 
prescribing that the duties of the Third Column of the Cus- 
toms Tariff are to be applied to goods imported into Spanish 
Territories in the Gulf of Guinea when proceeding from 
German ports, H.M. Ambassador at Madrid has been in- 
formed by the Spanish Ministry of State that this Royal 
Decree will not apply to United Kingdom goods transhipped 
at Hamburg, if they are accompanied by the corresponding 
certificate of origin, duly attested by a Spanish Consul in 
the United Kingdom. 





TUNIS. 


EXPORT DUTIES MODIFIED. 


The ‘‘ Journal Officiel Tunisien ’’ for 9th October contains 
a Decree of 23rd September which fixes the export duty on 
fewls’ eggs at 50 per cent. ad valorem, on wooden billets and 
faggots and brushwood at 25 per cent. ad valorem, on straw 
and fodder at 15 per cent. ad valorem, and on condensed milk 
and fresh vegetables at 10 per cent. ad valorem. The export 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem on certain cheese is extended 
to cover all cheese. 

These duties are not, however, leviable on exports to 
France and Algeria. 





EXPORT OF CERTAIN GOODS PROHIBITED. 


The ‘‘ Journal Qfficiel Tunisien ’’ for 9th October contains 
two Decrees, dated 10th and 24th September, which prohibit 
the export from Tunis, except under licence, of :— 

Unworked cattle bones, except pulverised bones (bone 
meal and raspings, including green bone meal and meal of 
degelatinised bones). 

Chloride of potassium and sulphate of potash extracted 
from the soil, and compound fertilisers containing chloride 
of potassium or sulphate of potash in a proportion repre- 
senting at least 7 per cent. of pure potash. 

In the latter case the prohibition also extends to re- 
exports, but does not apply to exports to France and Algeria. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





IMPORTATION OF FRESH OR FROZEN MEAT 
FROM CERTAIN COUNTRIES PROHIBITED. 


With a view to preventing the introduction into the United 
States of America of rinderpest and foot-and-mouth disease, 
an Order (B.A.I, Order 298) has been issued by the United 
States Department of Agriculture providing that on and after 
Ist January, 1927, no fresh or frozen beef, veal, mutton, lamb 
or pork is to be permitted entry into the United States from 
any region in which either of the above-mentioned diseases 
exisls. 

This Order will apply to England, Scotland and Wales in 
so far as the exportation of fresh and frozen meats to the 
United States is concerned. 


V— 


Proposed Tariff Changes. 


PERU. 











TARIFF REVISION PROPOSALS. 

H.M. Representative at Lima reports that the general 
revision of the Peruvian Customs Tariff by a Commission 
appointed for that purpose has been proceeding for some 
months, but no details have been made public. The revised 
Tariff, when completed, must be submitted to the Minister 
of Finance and then to Congress. 

In addition to this revision, a Bill is now under considera- 
tion by Congress to provide for the imposition of additional 
duties on luxury articles and on goods which compete with 
native industries, in order to improve the exchange position. 
It is proposed that these additional duties should remain in 
force for a year. The increases projected in respect of woollen 
and cotton goods range from 25 to 100 per cent. H.M. Minis- 
ter adds, however, that there is considerable local opposition 
to this proposal, which may therefore not be passed into law. 


—= 


URUGDAY. 








PROPOSED REVISION OF VALUATIONS OF 
CERTAIN GOODS. 


The Uruguayan ‘“‘ Diario Oficial ’’ for 2nd October contains 
a Decree providing for the immediate revision of the Tariff 
Valuations in the case of goods falling under the sections of 
the Tariff relating to perfumery and toilet articles, musical 
instruments, pharmaceutical, surgical, photographic, etc., 
articles and utensils and pharmaceutical specialities, food- 
stuffs (almacén), footwear and saddlery, hardware (barraca) 
and building materials, motor vehicles, drugs and chemical 
products, stationery, jewellery, electrical goods, plants, 
fruits and vegetables, and raw materials. The revised 
Valuations of these goods are to be drawn up by the middle 
of December. 


- 
—_— 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 








The Indian Textile Journal. Vol xxxvii., No. 433, October, 
1926. 

Yoking Oxen to the Plough; a New System.—By W. 8._H. 
Cleghorne, D.Sc., M.I. Mech. E. Science Bulletin No. 53. Pub- 
lished by the Union of South Africa Department of Agriculture. 
Price 3d. 
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Government Notices 
Affecting Trade. 


POSTAL SECTION. 


PARCEL POST TO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND 
HAYTT. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged on outgoing parcels addressed to the 
undermentioned countries by the routes specified are as 
follows :— 








Rates of Postage on each Parcel 
not exceeding 


Place of Destination. Route. 





2 Ib. | 3 Ib. | 7 Ib. } 12m, | 221. 

















f 
» €4ie dis. @Zis dis. @, 
Dominican Republic Holland ...| 2 9;1|4 0/4 0,4 61/17 6 
ayti... see Holland ...} 2 9|4 U0j;4 0]4 6/7 O 














PARCEL POST TO PERSIA. 

The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged in place of rates previously published 
on outgoing parcels addressed to the undermentioned 
country by the route specified are as follows :— 

















Rates of Postage on each Parcel 
. not exceeding 
Place of Destinaticn. Route. 
2 Ib. | 3 Ib. | 7 lb. | 11m. | 22 
gs. d.|s. d.|s. d.j|s. d. js. d. 
Persia .. _ --| Desert 
Motor ...|5 615 6;8 6/]11 6; — 


























Openings for British Trade 


NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 


British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of ‘‘ Openings 
for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
and quoting the specific reference number and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
Department of Overseas T'rade (Development and Intelligence), 
85, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 

WOOL KNITTING AND HOSIERY YARNS.-—A firm of 
manufacturers’ representatives in Melbourne, with offices in 
Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane, desire to obtain the representa- 
tion of British manufacturers of woollen yarns suitable for 
knitting mills. The firm claim to be well known throughout 
the Commonwealth. (Reference No. 596.) 

TENDERS INViTED. 

PLAIN HORIZONTAL MILLING MACHINE (CON- 
TRACT No. 39970).—The Officer-in-charge of H.M. Senior 
Trade Commissioner’s Oflice in Melbourne reports that the 
Victorian Government Railway Commissioners are inviting 
tenders for the supply and delivery of one milling machine, 
plain horizontal type. Sealed tenders must reach Melbourne, 
Australia, before 11 a.m. on 12th January, 1927. Local repre- 
sentation is essential. British firms in a position to offer British 
materials can obtain further particulars on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference A.X. 3871.) 

TELEPHONE RECEIVERS AND ASSOCIATED PARTS 
FOR POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT, MEL- 
BOURNE (SCHEDULE NO. C. 153).—The Office of H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that the Deputy 
Director, Posts and Telegraphs Department, Melbourne, is call- 
ing for tenders to be presented by 25th January, 1927, for tele- 
phone receivers and associated parts for Melbourne. Further 
information can be obtained by firms offering material of British 
manufacture on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference B.X. 3041.) 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 
MACHINERY, CHEMICALS, ETC.—A representative of a 


leading Melbourne firm is at present visiting this country and 
desires to get into touch with British manufacturers of 
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machinery, chemicals and other goods suitable for the Australian 
market, with a view to arranging agencies. Replies should be 
addressed in the first instance to the Commercial Bureau, 
Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2, quoting Reference No. 404. 

PATENT AND FANCY LEATHERS, FANCY PAPERS 
FOR COVERING CHOCOLATE AND OTHER BOXES.—A 
representative of a Melbourne firm is at present visiting this 
country and desires to get into touch with manufacturers of 
patent and fancy leathers, with a view to arranging agencies. 
He is also interested in fancy papers for covering chocolate and 
other boxes. Samples should be forwarded, in the first instance, 
to the Commercial Bureau, Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2, 
quoting Reference No. 412. 

FANCY GOODS AND ADVERTISING NOVELTIES.—A 
representative of a firm having offices in Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Brisbane is at present visiting this country, and 
desires to get into touch with manufacturers of fancy goods and 
advertising novelties suitable for the Australian market with a 
view to making agency arrangements. Replies should be 
addressed in the first instance to the Commercial Bureau, Aus- 
tralia House, Strand, W.C. 2, quoting Reference 407. 

REPRESENTATION OF BRITISH ELECTRICAL EN.- 
GINEERING FIRMS DESIRED.—An_ Australian merchant 
with a practical knowledge of the electrical industry is shortly 
returning to Australia, and desires to take with him the repre- 
sentation of British Electrical engineering firms. Communica- 
tions should be addressed in the first instance to the Com- 
mercial Bureau, Australia House, Strand, W.C. 2, quoting 
Reference No. 405. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

HARDWARE (INCLUDING PIPES, FITTINGS, IRON 
AND STEEL PRODUCTS), MACHINERY (INCLUDING 
ENGINEERING STORES, RAILWAY MATERIALS), 
ELECTRICAL GOODS, SANITARY REQUIREMENTS, 
ETC.—An Indian firm of shipchandlers established in Bombay 
have expressed a desire to secure British agencies of the above 
mentioned goods. (Reference No. 597.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

RAILWAY MATERIAL.—The Directors of the South 
Indian Railway Company, Limited, invite tenders closing on 
5rd December for the supply, of :—(1) Copper tubes, brass 
sheets, etc.; (2) copper rods and ingots; (5) metals; (4) pig 
iron; (5) cast iron pipes; (6) wire rope; and (7) twist drills. 
Specifications and forms of tender will be available at the Com- 
pany’s offices, 91, Petty France, Westminster, London, 8.W. 1. 

LUBRICATING OILS, KEROSINE, ETC.—H.M. Trade 
Commissioner at Bombay reports that tenders are invited, to be 
presented in India by noon on Saturday, 18th December, 1926, 
for the supply of lubricating oils, kerosine, etc., for His 
Exalted Highness the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railways 
Company, Limited, Secunderabad. Firms desirous of offering 
oils of British manufacture can obtain further particulars upon 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference B.X. 3045.) 

SPRING STEEL.—The Madras and Southern Mahratta Rail- 
way Company, Ltd., 25, Buckingham Palace Road, Westminster, 
London, 8.W. 1, are inviting tenders for approximately 219 tons 
of spring steel. Tenders are due on Tuesday, 14th December, 
by 2 p.m. Tender forms are obtainable from the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway Co., Ltd., at the address given 
above at a fee of £1 1s., which is not returnable. 

COTTON WEB FOR RIFLE SLINGS, DRAB MIXTURE 
CLOTH, AND ELECTRIC CRANES.—The Director-General, 
India Store Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lam- 
beth, S.E. 1, is inviting tenders for :—(1) 65,500 yards cotton 
web for rifle slings; (2) 24,000 yards drab mixture cloth for 
great coats, and (3) two cranes, electric, travelling, jib, 5-ton and 
74-ton capacity. Tenders are due by 2nd December, 1926, for 
No. 1, 7th December. 1926, for No. 2, and 17th December, 1926, 
for No. 3. Specifications and forms of tender are obtainable from 
the Director-General, India Store Department, at the address 
given above, at a fee of 5s. per set, which is not returnable. 


BBITISH WEST INDIES. 


TABLE SALT.—A firm of commission agents in Trinidad who 
represent important exporters of flour, meat, lumber, etc., desire 
to obtain the representation of producers of fine table salt in 


bags of 60 lbs. (Reference No. 598.) 
CANADA. 


HOSIERY.—An agent in Vancouver who travels throughout 
Western Canada on behalf of British manufacturers of piece- 
goods, raincoats, etc., desires to obtain the representation of 
manufacturers of wool and wool and silk hosiery, children’s 
stockings, men’s half hose and golf hose. (Repetition of Refer- 
ence No. 469.) (Reference No. 599.) 

PIECE-GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto who is 
now in this country desires to secure the representation, on 4 
commission basis, for Eastern Canada of British manufacturers of 
woollen and cotton piece-goods for women’s and men’s wear. 


(Reference No. 600.) 


CEYLON. 

PATENT MEDICINES, TOILET REQUISITES AND 
PROVISIONS.—A well-established dealer and manufacturers 
agent in Colombo has expressed a desire to undertake the repre- 
sentation for Ceylon of British manufacturers of patent medicines, 
toilet requisites and provisions. (Reference No. 601.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 

ARTIFICIAL SILK YARNS.—A Wellington firm of agents 
desire the representation of a British manufacturer of artificial 
silk yarns for the whole Dominion. They already hold agencies 
for other classes of yarns. (Reference No. 602. 

WIRE NETTING, GALVANISED BOLTS AND NUTS, 
COPPER AND BRONZE WIRES, PLAIN AND INSU- 
LATED, TINPLATES, ALSO HEAVY CHEMICALS.—A 
New Zealand firm of agents wishes to obtain the representation of 
British manufacturers of the above lines. (Reference No. 603.) 

ELECTRICAL HOUSEHOLD APPARATUS.—A Dunedin 
firm of agents wish to obtain the representation of British manu- 
facturers of electric ovens, radiators, irons, elements and all 
assembly parts, for the whole Dominion. (Reference No. 604.) 

SELF OILING DOUBLE ACTING PUMPS.—H.M. Trade 
Ccmmissioner at Wellington reports that he has received a 
request from an Auckland firm to be placed in touch with manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom of self oiling double acting 
pumps. No particulars are given as to the size of pumps re- 
quired. Firms in a position to supply British pumps can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 55, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference A.X. 


3882. 
: TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT FOR OTAHUHU CAR AND 
WAGON WORKSHOPS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Wellington reports that the New Zealand Government Railways 
are calling for tenders to be presented by 3lst January, 1927, 
for electrical equipment. Further information can be obtained 
by firms desirous of offering material of British manufacture 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference B.X. 538.) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

RUBBER GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Cape 
Town desire to represent on a commission basis for South Africa 
British manfacturers of rubber goods, including rubber toys, 
dolls, bathing caps, tennis shoes, etc. (Reference No. 605.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

PRISON REQUISITES.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa has forwarded a copy of a notice published in 
the Union of South Africa Government Gazette of 15th October 
last, relating to a call for tenders for the supply to the Govern- 
ment of the Union of South Africa of prison requisites, includ- 
ing headgear, handkerchiefs, jerseys, cloth, canvas, towels, 
calico, flannel, hessian, worsted, caustic soda, etc. Signed and 
sealed tenders on the official form, superscribed ‘‘ Tender for 
the supply of prison requisites,’’ must be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Union Tender Board, Union Buildings, 
Pretoria, and must be in his hands by 3 p.m. on Thursday, 20th 
January, 1927. Tender forms and all further particulars may 
be obtained, upon application, from the Government Buyer, 
451, Market Street, Pretoria (P.O. Box 371), and the Secretary, 
High Commissioner’s Office, Trafalgar Square, London, W.C. 2. 

SWITCHGEAR, CABLES AND TRANSFORMERS FOR 
SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS AND HARBOURS.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Cape Town reports that the South 
African Railways and Harbours are calling for tenders to be 
presented by 3th December, 1926, for switchgear, cables and 
transformers. Further information can be cbtained by firms 
desirous of offering material of British manufacture on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference B.X. 3040.) 


EUROPE. 
AUSTRIA. 


VELVETS, VELVETEENS AND WATERPROOF 
TEXTILES.—A firm in Vienna desires to secure the 
representation, on a commission basis, of British manufacturers 
of the above. (Reference No. 606.) 


BULGARIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


CREOSOTE.—H.M. Consul-General at Sofia reports that the 
Ministry of Railways, Posts and Telegraphs is calling for 
tenders, to be submitted by 10th December, 1926, for the supply 
of 1,000 tons of creosote for impregnating railway sleepers. 
British firms desiring to offer British material may obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
a, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1. (Reference B.X. 

45.) 

FRANCE. 
AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ French agent at 


Montherme desires to secure the representation of British firms 
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in the automobile, metallurgical and machinery industries. 
(Reference No. 607.) 

PIECE-GOODS, IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS, CHEMI- 
CAL PRODUCTS.—A French firm in Paris desires to secure the 
representation of British manufacturers of piece-goods, iron and 
steel products, and chemical products. (Reference No. 608.) 


GERMANY. 

ZEPHYRS, TRICOLINES AND KNITTED WEAR,.—An 
agent in Berlin desires to secure the representation of British 
manufacturers of the above. (Reference No. 609.) 

WOOLLEN AND WORSTED SUITINGS.—An agent in 
Berlin desires to secure the representation of British 
manufacturers of the above. (Reference No. 610.) 


GREECE. 

YARNS.—-A Greek firm of commission agents and importers 
established in Athens desire to get into touch with British ex- 
porters of cotton yarns and cotton and wool mixture yarns with 
a view to obtaining an agency for this class of goods for the 
whole of Greece. (Repetition of Reference No. 482.) (Refer- 
ence No. 611.) 


HUNGARY. 

ALL WOOL SUITINGS, TROUSERINGS, COATINGS 
AND LININGS.—An agent in Buda-Pest desires to secure the 
representation, on a commission basis, of British manfacturers of 
the above goods. (Reference No. 612.) 


NETHERLANDS. 

METAL SAW BLADES, SAFETY LOCK NUTIS, 
SHUTTLES FOR JUTE, HEMP, WOOL AND COTTON 
WEAVING.—An agent at The Hague desires to secure the 
representation for Holland, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers of the above. (Repetition of Reference No. 450.) 
(Reference No. 613.) 


NETHERLANDS AND DUTCH COLONIES. 


SIEVING AND CONVEYING MACHINERY AND PLANT 
FOR SCREENING AND HANDLING MINERALS, ETC.— 
A firm established at The Hague desires to secure the 
representation of British manufacturers of the above types of 
machinery and of sieves, screens, metal conveyor belts, wires, 
wire-tissues, wire nettings, stamped screens, drawn and rolled 
sections, compressed and double compressed screens, wound wedge 
wire slit sieves, sieving and jigging grates of section bars, 
perforated plates, dressing apparatus an machinery. (Reference 
(No. 614.) 


NORWAY. 

TEXTILES.—A firm of agents established in Aalesund desires 
to obtain the representation for Norway of British manufacturers 
of the following articles:—Serge, gabardine, etc., linings and 
shirtings (coloured stripe), and pocketings; linen drapery and 
hosiery. (Reference No. 615.) 


ROUMANIA. 

YARNS.—A firm of agents established in Brasov desires to 
obtain the representation for Roumania of British manufacturers 
of all kinds of yarns. (Reference No. 616.) 


SWEDEN. 

HOSIERY.—A firm of textile agents in Stockholm desires to 
obtain the representation of British manufacturers of woollen, 
cotton and silk hose for men, women and children. (Reference 
No. 617.) 

METALS.—-A firm of agents in Stockholm desires to obtain 
the representation of British manufacturers of iron and steel 
rolling mill products, particularly iron girders, tinplates and 
galvanised sheets. (Reference No. 618.) 

FRESH FRUIT.—An experienced firm of agents established in 
Stockholm desires to obtain the representation for Sweden of a 
London firm exporting fresh fruit—especially Australian and 
American apples and Spanish grapes and dates. (Reference No. 


619. 

HANDKERCHIEFS, GARTERS, SUSPENDERS, BRACES, 
ETC.—A firm of agents in Gothenburg desires to obtain the 
representation of British manufacturers of the above-mentioned 
articles. (Reference No. 620.) 


SWITZERLAND. 

ARTIFICIAL SILK, COTTON AND WOOL KNITTING 
YARNS, WOOD PULP AND COTTON PULP.—A firm at 
Morat desires to secure the agency for British spinners of 
knitting yarns (artificial silk, wool, cotton) and raw materials 
for the artificial silk and paper industry (wood pulp, cotton 
pulp). (Reference No. 621.) 
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AFRICA. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 

BLACK AND COLOURED COTTON ITALIANS.—An 
agent, established at Lourenco Marques, is desirous of obtaining 
the representation of British manufacturers of the goods above- 
mentioned. (Reference No. 622.) 


NEAR EAST. 





DAMASCUS. 

TEXTILES.—A Syrian firm of general commission agents 
established in Damascus is desirous of getting into touch with 
sritish exporters and jobbers of white mulls, madapolams, yarns 
and shirtings. (Repetition of Reference No. 339.) (Reference 


No. 623.) 
FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 


MISCELLANEOUS GOODS.—A British firm of import and 
export merchants, recently established at Yunnanfu (capital of 
Yunnan Province in South-West China). desires to establish busi- 
ness relations with British manufacturers of the following goods 
who are desirous of extending their business to Yunnan 
Province :—Ironmongery of every description; cotton and 
woollen piece-goods ; oilcloths ; milks; butters and all provisions ; 
whisky ; paraflin wax; paints. ‘The firm also desires to get into 
touch with British importers of the following commodities : 
Furs, feathers, musk, rugs, bristles, hides, antimony, lead, 
cchalt, zinc, copper, bismuth, quicksilver. (Reference No. 


624.) 
DUTCH GUIANA. 


AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A commission and manu- 
facturers’ agent established at Paramaribo desires to obtain 
agencies of British firms. (Reference No. 625.) 


JAPAN. 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON-PIECE GOODS.—A Japanese 
desires to obtain the agency for a British manufacturer of :— 
(1) Fancy woollen piece goods suitable for making dresses and 
overcoats for women and children; (2) fancy cotton-piece goods. 
(Repetition of Reference No. 341.) (Reference No, 626.) 

HAIRCLOTH, SLEEVE LININGS, ALPACA, ETC.—A 
Japanese firm wishes to be put in touch with manufacturers in 
the United Kingdom. (Reference No. 627.) 

AEROPLANES, PARTS, ACCESSORIES AND SPECIALI- 
TIES, WIRELESS TELEPHONES FOR AIRCRAFT, PARTS, 
ACCESSORIES AND SPECIALITIES, DOPE, GLUE.—A gen- 
tleman, who is proceeding to Japan, where his brother is already 
established in business, desires to secure the representation of 
British manufacturers of the above. (Reference No. 628.) 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

FLAT WAGONS.—The Officer in Charge of the Commercial 
Secretary's Office at Buenos Aires has forwarded plans, specifica- 
tion and conditions of tender (in Spanish) relative to the supply 
of 2,500 metal stanchions and accessories for flat wagons required 
by the Department of Navigation and Ports. Tenders have to 
be presented in Buenos Aires by 20th December, 1926. Local 
representation is essential. British firms in a position to offer 
British materials can obtain further particulars on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Reference A.X. 3364.) 

ARGENTINA AND URUGUAY. 

TEXTILES, ETC.—A British subject with 15 years’ residence 
iu Buenos Aires, and his headquarters in Montevideo and a 
branch in Buenos Aires, desires to secure the agencies of British 
manufacturers of worsteds (plain and fancy), yarns (silk, arti- 
ficial silk, wool and cotton), hosiery, underwear (men, women 
and children), overcoatings, waterproofings, haberdashery and 
men’s hats. (Reference No. 629.) 


MEXICO. 

CYCLES, MOTOR CYCLES AND ACCESSORIES.—A 
wholesale and retail dealer in cycles, motor cycles, sporting 
goods, etc., in Guadalajara, Mexico, is desirous of securing the 
representation of a British firm manufacturing cycles, motor 
cycles and accessories. (Reference No. 630. 

TINPLATES, MINING MACHINERY, WIRE ROPES, 
CORRUGATED IRON ROOFING, ETC., ETC.—A manufac- 
turers’ representative with long experience of the Mexican 
market and at present resident in the United Kingdom, pro- 
poses to re-visit Mexico at an early date, and is desirous of 
securing the representation of British firms manufacturing min- 
ing machinery, wire ropes, tinplates, corrugated iron roofing, 
and steel and iron products in general. (Reference No. 631.) 


SOUTH AMERICA. AMAZON VALLEY. 
OFFER OF REPRESENTATION FOR BRITISH GOODS.— 

A British subject at present in the United Kingdom, having im- 
portant business interests in the Amazon Valley of South America, 
is prepared to cover this territory by representatives at regular 
intervals in the interests of British trade. He is particularly 
interested in the following classes of goods :— " 

Toys (mechanical and others). 

Cotton blankets. 

Enamelware. 

Aluminium ware. 
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Cooking utensils and tin ware. 

Household and japanned ware. 

Hollow ware and small wares. 

Brush ware. 

Galvanised ware (buckets, basins, tanks, etc.). 

Cutlery. 

Scissors. 

Razors (long and safety). 

Penknives. 

Butcher knives. 

Novelties. 

Carpenters’ tools. 

Engineers’ tools. 

Barbed wire. 

Wire netting. 

Shoe and boot leathers. 

Umbrellas. 

Counter scales. 

Padlocks and locks. 

Shovels and spades. 

Wire nails and tacks. 

Bolts and nuts. 

Glass mirrors (small and cheap). 

Children’s cycles, tricycles, scooters, motors, etc. 

Oils of all kinds for motors. 

lish hooks. 

Fishing rods and line. 

Silk and cotton ribbons. 

Cotton cleaning waste. 

Hammocks, 

Jute bags. 

Hammers and chisels. 

Emery paper and sand paper. 

All kinds of books for office use. vt 

He is prepared to do business on a small commission basis, but 

all orders will be passed to British manufacturers through 
reputable merchant houses in the United Kingdom who will pay 
cash in London. Interested British firms should apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1, for further particulars, quoting reference No. CX 2133. 


URUGUAY. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


LEAD-COVERED CONDUCTORS.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Montevideo reports that the State Electricity Supply Works at 
Montevideo are calling for tenders to be presented in Uruguay 
by 19th January next for the supply of 100,500 metres of 250 
volt wires and cables. Firms desirous of offering British made 
wires and cables can obtain further particulars upon application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. (Reference B.X. 3042.) 


VENEZUELA. 

HARDWARE.—A commission agent of Caracas is desirous of 
securing the representation of British firms manufacturing or 
exporting all classes of hardware. (Reference No. 632.) 
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